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THE MORE POINTS YOU EARN!
START EARNING TODAY!

• Receive Email Discount Specials
• Get Info On Special Sale Events
• Get Info On New Product Launches
• Receive Our Full Color Holiday  
   Catalogue Full Of Great Gift Ideas
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SPEED TRIALS
THE NIKE GOLF

HEAD TO HEAD DISTANCE CHALLENGE

PARTICIPATE AND WIN A 2012 CHEVY CAMARO
Take the Speed Trials challenge at Worldwide to win 
the 2012 Chevrolet Camaro Coupe LS 1LS.

*Speed Trials Camaro sweepstakes runs 3/31/12 – 5/15/12.  See staff for full program details.

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. A PURCHASE WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING. LEGAL RESIDENTS OF THE 50 UNITED STATES (D.C.) 18 YEARS AND OLDER. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED. Sweepstakes ends 5/15/12. For Official Rules, 
prize descriptions and odds disclosure, visit http://www.worldwidegolfshops.com/vrs One Bowerman Drive, Beaverton, OR 97006-6453.

Hit the VR_S Driver, Fairway Wood 
and Hybrid today and see 
how much longer you could be.

Frank Lloyd Wright 
in Scottsdale
(480) 483-1800

Metrocenter in Phoenix
(602) 997-2312

Camelback in Phoenix
(602) 957-0001

Apache in East Mesa
(480) 985-0601
Speedway in Tucson
(520) 721-2111 
Oracle in Tucson
(520) 293-1381 
Sun City
(623) 972-0171

7 LOCATiOnS



ghost manta
 available in standard, belly & long

ghost tour
 available in 6 models

white smoke
 available in 3 models

new putters from taylormade

$699.99 $899.99
Steel (8pc set) graphite (8pc set)

plaY YOUr BeSt!

$699.99

$179.99

$199.99

$159.99 $99.99

Steel (7pc set)

standard length

belly/long

G20 Driver

i20 Driver

Nome 405Nome 355
piNG putters

G20 HybriD

i20 HybriD

FAst 12 
Driver

FAst 12 
FAirWAy

xtD titANium
HybriD

G20 FAirWAy

i20 FAirWAy

G20 iroNs

i20 iroNs

the external weighting of the large 
forgiving g20 driver helps launch the 
ball high with low 
spin for maximum 
distance, PIng’s 
proprietary high-
balanced-point 
shaft enables you to 
swing a clubhead with 
more mass at the same 
speed, generating fast ball 
speeds at a high MoI.

getting the ball airborne and adding 
yards is easy with the low-deep Cg in the 
17-4 stainless steel g20s, creating 
optimal spin and high launch. 
Perimeter weighting and a 
large face increases the 
MoI for improved accuracy. 
the larger-profile g20s 
generate fast ball speeds  for 
maintaining distance, even 
on mis-hits, for ensuring long, 
straight results.

the satinless steel i20 fairway woods 
are vesatile perfomers, helping you 
launch the ball with ease 
from all turf conditions 
and off the tee. When 
the ball is sitting down, 
the i20's compact shape 
ensures the head will glide 
through heavy grass and 
launch the ball on a high, 
penetrating trajectory.

an offset hosel provides high launch and 
low spin on a straight, boring trajectory. 
Its compact head size 
ensures a flat lie 
angle and crown 
for improved 
appearance. 
additional 
bounce and camber create 
exceptional ground impact the g20 
hybrids are highly versatile from 
challenging lies, especially when the 
ball is sitting down.

With the g20 irons you’ll hit the ball long 
but with distance control. Perimeter 
weighted with a deep 
cavity design, the 
17-4 stainless 
steel heads are 
highly forgiving. an 
elastomer cavity badge 
provides solid feel and 
sound while enhancing distance 
control.

distance is generated by the 
aerodynamic, 460cc clubhead, 
which features an 
optimized Cg 
position for low 
spin, penetrating 
trajectories. but 
this classic head 
design will also bolster 
your confidence and sense 
of power at the address. 
long, accurate drives.

the i20 hybrids have just been 
awarded gold on the 2012 golf 
digest "hot list." It's easy 
to see why, considering 
how the i20's compact 
head, low Cg  and  
forgiving face make it 
easy to launch the ball 
high and land it softly 
on the green from heavy 
rough or tight lies.

as winners of the exclusive editor's Choice 
on the 2012 golf digest "hot 
list," the i20's offer a 
progressive set design 
featuring high-
launching long irons 
and penetrating short 
irons, enabling you to get 
the most from your iron game. 
Workability and distance control are 
key attributes.

$299.99

$349.99

$299.99$249.99

$299.99 $199.99 $299.99

$199.99

$229.99

$159.99

$189.99

this mallet-style putter is offered in three shaft bends to fit straight, slight arc, and strong arc 
putting strokes. our research shows that matching your putter to your stroke type is the key to 
building a consistent stroke and making more putts.

available in belly/long

the fastest, longest speedline 
driver ever.

a larger sweet spot and better 
launch conditions.

the most innovative and 
advanced hybrid ever 
created.



Trusted and Tour proven by the best, the 
AMP Driver features Advanced Material 
PlacementTM, E9 Face TechnologyTM and 
Adjustable Flight TechnologyTM to deliver 
blistering ball speeds and customized 
performance.

Shots from the fairway are easy with AMP 
Technology. Adjustable Flight Technology 
allows you to fine-tune your shots for more 
distance and accuracy.

The new R11S is bigger, faster, 
more tunable and longer than the 
original R11 driver. A 460cc matte-
white finish head is powered by 
a new 5-sided ASP plate, new 
1.5º FCT sleeve and movable 
weights. With 3D Tuning, you can 
independently tune loft, face angle 
and flight path your swing.

R11S fairway woods improve on 
the adjustability established 
in R11 fairways. R11S fairways 
combine Adjustable Sole Plate 
Technology (ASP) with Flight 
Control Technology (FCT) in a 
high- performance steel fairway 
wood. The combination of ASP and FCT 
gives the player 24 ways to set up the R11S 
fairway.

R11s DRiveR

R11s: Most-tunable clubs. eveR.

Rbz DRiveR Rbz FaiRway

razr fit 
fairway

Cobra amp driver

Cobra amp fairway

razr hl 
iron

razr fit 
driver

ClassiC 290

Rbz Rescue

R11s FaiRway

$399.99

$299.99

$399.99

$299.99

$229.99

$249.99

$299.99

$199.99

$179.99

$849.99$699.99

$249.99

Tune for extreme distance. 
Engineered with Flight 
Control Technology for easy 
face angle and loft tuning. 
Aerodynamic white crown 
– built for speed, power and 
ridiculous distance.

The combination of 
Forged Composite and 
OptiFit Technology makes 
Callaway's first driver featuring 
adjustability the performance 
leader. Hit drives like never before 
with simple adjustability that matters.

The most advanced combination 
of style and performance in a driver 
includes a retro look, Ultralite technology 
and the largest, deepest face ever produced 
by Cleveland Golf.

Engineered to dramatically 
increase ball speed and 
distance. Matte-white 
finish and larger head 
are easy to align and 
launch – undeniably a lethal 
combination. 

The most advanced 
Callaway Fairway Woods ever 
made allow golfers to adjust 
the face angle using OptiFit 
Technology, improving accuracy 
and trajectories from either the tee 
or the fairway. 

Sole positioned Speed Pocket 
is the ultimate springboard 
for distance. Ultra-light shaft 
and low CG promote launch 
for increased ball speed. 
Larger head, makes launch 
and alignment easy. 

RAZR Technology leads the industry into the next 
generation of iron design by delivering the distance 
and forgiveness of a wide-sole iron while retaining 
the playability and turf interaction advantages of a 
thin-sole iron.

8 PiECE STEEL COMbO SET 8 PiECE GRAPHiTE COMbO SET
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great                        buys!

the taylorMade buner 
Plus Irons' wide, beveled, 
multi-functional sole 
design combines the 
low, deep Cg (center 
of gravity) of a wide 
sole and the playability 
of a thin sole for an 
unbeatable combo of 
power and feel. superfast 
technology uses light 
shafts and grips to 
promote a faster swing 
speed and more yardage.

the X series is about 
giving serious golfers 
total performance with 
enhanced forgiveness 
for the ultimate in 
confidence. the new 
X-20 Irons deliver in 
every way by offering 
technology, innovation 
and playability that will 
take your game to a new 
level.

Provides the high-
launching, maximum 
forgiveness attributes 
that bring consistency 
to your iron play. the 
stainless steel iron’s 
cavity design features a 
new Custom tuning Port 
(CtP) which expands the 
perimeter weighting and 
increases the moment of 
inertia.

this iron provides a wide range of golfers the 
best distance they have ever seen in a Callaway 
forged iron with unprecedented feel, accuracy 
and forgiveness.

every new burner 2.0 iron has been 
engineered to be long. the face is thinner. 
the toplines are progressive. the shafts are 
specifically designed for each head. Cor 
and MoI ratings have been maximized. and 
every iron has consistent distance gaps 
from one to the next. We took the #1 selling 
iron and made them even better.

• Valid on all B330 and e series models only.
• Imprint Colors: Black, blue, red or green ink only
• Personalization: Maximum 17 characters per line. Up to 3 lines of block text (ALL CAPS).
• All 4 dozen must be personalized with the same imprint and ink color.
• Limit 1 offer per peronalization. Free dozen must be of same value.
• Allow 10-14 days for shipping

PINg g15X-20 NgburNer PLus

$399.99$299.99

$399.99
NOW

$439.99
Steel (8 pc set)

Steel (8 pc set)

Steel (8 pc set)

WAS $699.99

Steel (7 pc set)

Nxt $31.99

$35.99 $45.99

CALLAWAy 
Hex-CHrome

CALLAWAy 
Hex-bLACK

$45.99

$34.99

$26.99

peNtA tp5

briDGestoNe Custom oFFer

burNer 2.0 DiAbLo 
eDGe

peNtA tp3

rocketballZ

Nxt-s $31.99

velocity $26.99

per dzn

per dzn per dzn

per dzn

buy 3 dozen and pick up a
4th dozen free all personalized!

#1 ball fitter in golf

AvAiLAbLe iN WHite or yeLLoW per dzn

per dzn

per dzn

per dzn

$399.99
NOW

Steel (8 pc set)

WAS $599.99
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Experience the Troon Golf® difference in California: 

representing the best the game has to offer—from course 

conditions to clubhouse amenities to unparalleled service, 

at premier destinations throughout the world. Experience 

Troon Golf in California for yourself.

Classic Club – 760.601.3600

Indian Wells Golf Resort – 760.346.4653

Maderas Golf Club – 858.451.8100

Monarch Beach Golf Links – 949.240.8247

The Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa – 760.328.3198

California locations. Perfect fairways. Outstanding service.

F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  AT  T R O O N G O L F C A . CO M

Clockwise below: The Westin Mission Hills Resort & Spa, Rancho Mirage; Indian Wells 
Golf Resort, Indian Wells; Classic Club, Palm Desert; Maderas Golf Club, San Diego; 
Monarch Beach Golf Links, Dana Point.

troongolfca.comtroongolfca.com

ImgAZ_CA Golf State_edit.indd   1 2/27/12   4:30 PM

@taylormadegolftaylormadegolf.com /taylormadegolf
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  FEATURES

12  TAKING RESERVATIONS  | By David Tyda
Insider heads to three golf clubhouse restaurants dishing out inspired food on 
Native American reservations. 

20  GREAT EXPECTATIONS  | By Bill Huffman
Tim Mickelson, Phil’s little brother, plans to resurrect ASU’s program with hard work 
and talented recruits.

22  SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DREAMIN’  | By Tod Leonard
When the heat is on, San Diego’s ‘Divine Nine’ of public golf is a summer heaven 
for Arizona golfers.

26  MEET ‘DR. PAIN’  | By the Insider Staff
For more than 35 years, Roger Craig Kemp has diagnosed and repaired  
what  ails  athletes. 

28 PLAYERS OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED  | By the Insider Staff
In the Open, Senior, Masters and Legends divisions, these players
showed grace and skill under pressure in 2011. Plus, the Mayfair Award winner.

DEPARTMENTS

8 A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  | By Ed Gowan

10   MEMBERS ONLY  | By the Insider Staff
Local products, places and things you need to know about.

38   AZ ROAD TRIP  | By the Insider Staff
Step back in time and savor the Rat Pack ambiance of these five 
Palm Springs-area golf courses.

40   NICE DRIVE  | By Bob Golfen
Chevrolet looks back on 100 years of get-up-and-go.

42   OUT OF BOUNDS  | By John Davis
With participation numbers down, junior golfers in Arizona
need “dangling carrots” to turn the tide.

AGA NEWS

30 NEwS FROM AROUND THE STATE 
Barbara Douglas passes on,  
AZ Amateur, Senior Cup Series 
information, among other headlines.

32 GLEN NAGER elected as the 
62nd president of the United States 
Golf Association. Plus, turf talk.

33 OTHER ASSOCIATION NEwS 
JGAA standouts earn scholarships 
at top colleges. 

35 RULES AND HANDICAPPING 
by Lorraine Thies. Sifting through 
the new bunker rules.

ON THE COVER

New ASU coach (and, 
yes, Phil’s little brother) 
Tim Mickelson says “You 
work hard and recruit 
hard, and good things 
will eventually come.”
Photo by Jane Zarzynski

To read 
AZ GOLF Insider online, 

visit azgolf.org

Correction: On page 28 of the premiere issue, Arizona Country Club was misidentified as the winners of the Club Team Championship. Arrowhead Country Club was victorious.
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From the Executive Director By Ed Gowan

Local 
Repre-

Auto   Home   Life    |    libertymutual.com

 

 

Responsibility. What’s your policy?

You won’t have to look far to discover a local Liberty Mutual
representative in your area. And when you do, you’ll find a rep who
will listen carefully to your needs and ensure you receive great
coverage at a great price. For more information, contact us today.

You want great insurance coverage.

You don’t want to pay a lot.

Yeah, we can help you with that.

Sean Nuzzo
10304 North Hayden 
Road
Scottsdale, AZ 
85258
480-483-8467  
x58167 

T
he State of Arizona just 
celebrated its 100th 
anniversary, while the 
Arizona Golf Association 
is a youthful 89 this year. 

The Game has grown remarkably 
over time, and if one pays attention 
to the demographic predictions 
of the National Golf Foundation, 
this is one of the few places in the 
country that will see golf grow 
significantly over the next 15 years. 

Most of the growth initially will 
come from a resurgence of core 
players who already are in love with 
golf and willing to play more.   As 
the economy strengthens, there is a 
significant backlog of people living 
elsewhere interested in relocating 
here, primarily for retirement. That 
means more golfers and a need for 
more golf courses eventually, though 
the need is in mid-level community 
courses to enhance the retirement and 
resort lifestyle. There will be a few 
more private clubs and resorts, but 
nothing like what we saw in the 90’s.  
Generation X’ers and Y’ers have learned 
from their elders, and are not enticed 
to buy into expensive golf experiences 
labeled with names from the past.   
Their golf is selective, varied, and 
convenient.  It also has to be enjoyable.

That fact is driving the AGA to 
enhance our burgeoning ACCESS 
Membership that will take on a new 
aspect beginning this summer. Thanks 
to recent partnerships, ACCESS will 
offer financial rewards tied to travel 
and golf that will make an AGA 

membership worth its weight in gold 
(as well as golf). The key facet will be 
Rewards Points accumulated through 
playing golf and travel, no matter 
where you go to play or how you get 
there — a cash-back benefit every 
time you play, fly, stay in a hotel, or 
even take a cruise … with guaranteed 
discounts on top of it all, just for 
being an AGA ACCESS member.

On the traditional Association side, 
we’re expanding our oversight over 
handicapping consistent with our 
USGA license, as the “sandbagger” has 
returned — no thanks to the expansion 
of Internet systems, stand-alone 
clubs and people buying a handicap 
outside of active playing groups. 
When someone presents a USGA 
handicap, together with the AWGA 
we must ensure it is trustworthy.

The AGA also is renewing a focus 
on member play, with the Senior Series, 
Member Days, and a Mothers’ Day 
Partner event, complete with brunch, 
at the Torreon Club in Show Low.  

As it was 89 years ago, Arizona 
Golf is about friendly competition 
and enjoyment. Our commitment is 
to spend one more day each month 
on the course. Won’t you join us? n  

Good news 
for AZ Golf in 
the coming 
Century
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Members Only

 > Take it easy
On and off the course, PGA pro 
Ernie Els’ nickname exemplifies 
“The Big Easy” lifestyle. The 
moniker also crosses over into 
Els’ South African vineyards and 
his delicious, new namesake 
red blend — Ernie Els Big Easy 
2010. Purple hues glistens from 
the glass indicating a deep red 
wine experience to come. A small 
percentage of aromatic Viognier 
(a white variety) tickles your 
nose as the burly Rhone-inspired 
blend of Shiraz, Cabernet 
Sauvignon, Mourvedre and 
Grenache takes over. Chew on the 
sappy red berry fruit and bakery 
spice indicative of this part of the 
world. Grill some steaks or lamb 
chops and have the boys over 
for 19th hole festivities. Order at 
Total Wine and More, or at AJ’s 
Fine Foods locations statewide. 

$22 • www.ernieelswines.com

  Elite training hits Arizona 
The Wigwam Resort in Litchfield Park and Plane Truth Golf Institute 
recently partnered to establish the nation’s first Plane Truth Performance 
Center. The brainchild of nationally renowned instructor Jim Hardy, The 
Plane Truth Performance Center offers a full suite of programs, schools 
and individual instruction for players of all levels, ages and handicap. 
Matt Currey, the director of instruction at the new Performance Center, 
says Plane Truth has flown under the public radar for years despite Hardy’s 
two best-selling books The Plane Truth for Golfers and The Plane Truth for 
Golfers: Master Class. “I’m not sure people realize how big a presence Jim 
and more recently Chris O’Connell have on the PGA TOUR and Champions 
Tour,” he says. The list of students is indeed impressive and includes Matt 
Kuchar, Stewart Cink, Scott McCarron, Tom Pernice Jr., Peter Jacobsen, 
and Olin Browne among others. All told, the Plane Truth counts 23 
members of the PGA TOUR and Champions Tour among its students. 

(623) 535-5600 • www.planetruthgolf.com

  Visionary
It seems too good to be true, but the Pro 1M rangefinder from 
Busnell completely changes the game with its PinSeeker 
Technology, seven-times magnification, accuracy to within one 
yard, and now, performance ranging up to one mile, or 550 
yards. Engineered for golfers who play competitively, the Pro 
1M is legal for tournament play and completely waterproof, 
including its proprietary RainGuard HD lens coating. Vivid 
Display Technology allows you to make decisions in all lighting 
conditions. Available at Van’s, GolfSmith and PGA Superstores.  

$500 • www.bushnellgolf.com

 > Oceanfront golf
As temperatures soar, Arizona golfers head west to 
Southern California for ocean breezes and world-
class courses. Consider booking a long weekend 
at the St. Regis Monarch Beach in Dana Point and 
receive unlimited golf at the Troon Golf-managed 
Monarch Beach Golf Links. Few golf experiences 
can match the blend of stunning natural beauty 
and variety of challenges presented at Monarch 
Beach. Here, along the dramatic coastal bluffs, 
master architect Robert Trent Jones, Jr. fashions 
an intriguing par-70 layout in the Scottish links 
tradition on one of the select few oceanfront golf 
courses in California. The course also is a Certified 
Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary. The package 
includes unlimited golf, complimentary Calloway 
club rentals, a sleeve of balls, and merchandise and 
snack discounts. If only one guest redeems the golf 
portion of the offer, the second may enjoy a daily 
credit of $185 to Spa Gaucin. Packages start at $745. 

(866) 716-8135 • www.monarchbeachgolf.com

< Classic lines
Adidas’ iconic SAMBA is one of the most 
popular and recognizable shoes on the 
planet with more than 35 million pairs sold 
worldwide. Now, for the first time, golfers 
can showcase the legendary footwear 
on the golf course with the introduction 
of the SAMBA GOLF shoe. The shoe’s 
classic silhouette and 3-Stripes design 
also features a durable, suede toe-guard 
and the distinctive tan gumsole equipped 
with six cleats and THINTECH low-profile 
technology for improved traction, stability 
and support. The textile, synthetic-leather 
upper is water-resistant and provides 
lightweight, durable performance. Available 
at Van’s, GolfSmith and PGA Superstores. 

$100 •  www.adidasgolf.com

 > New PINGs
Phoenix-based PING recently launched its new i20 line complete with driver, 
fairway woods, hybrids and irons, and the overwhelming reaction to the 
new club has it flying out the door, says John A. Solheim, PING Chairman 
and CEO. “We’ve combined workability, distance and forgiveness with the 
goal to make any golfer a more versatile and complete player,” he says. The 
new i20 line features a matte-black finish in the driver, fairway woods and 
hybrids, the non-glare finish absorbing light. Among the many highlights 
of the irons, the longer irons are slightly larger and launch higher, while the 
short irons feature less offset and provide exceptional control. The new i20 
driver, which features a 460 cc head and dense tungsten sole weights that 
increase MOI, costs $385.  The i20 fairway woods, which optimize a low-spin 
ball flight, are $255 each. The i20 hybrids, which come in lofts of 17-, 20- and 
23-degree, are $210 each. The i20 irons, which have a low-glare satin chrome 
finish, are $110 per club. Available at Van’s, GolfSmith and PGA Superstores. 

www.ping.com  

Monarch Beach Golf Links 
by Robert Trent Jones Jr.
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W
hen you hear 
the words 
“Indian 
reservation,” 

you usually think: “Casino!” 
But you and your friends may 
also think: “Golf courses.” 
To Insider, that usually leads 
to another question: “How’s 
the clubhouse restaurant?” 

For this issue we went out 
to Maricopa, Chandler, and 
Scottsdale for three courses 
in the Troon Golf family to eat 
at the restaurants that service 
them. In all three cases, these 
restaurants attract more than 

links-loving golfers; non-
golfing foodies as well pay 
regular visits to places like 
Wildhorse Grille at Talking 
Stick Golf Club to attend wine 
dinners with Executive Chef 
Patrick Karvis, or check out 
Prime Rib Night at Ak-Chin 
Southern Dunes’ Grille109.

Chef Karvis’ perspective 
behind the burners at 
Wildhorse Grille is simple: 
“I’m a restaurant chef who 
cooks on a golf course, not a 
golf course cook who makes 
you a sandwich,” he says. “I 
create things.” And create 

he does, with a menu that 
reads like heaven on earth. 
Meaning, a burger that’s 
made with a mix of brisket 
and angus beef, giving it a 
juicy, slightly smoked flavor 
($11); a Philly Cheese Steak 
made with thinly sliced New 
York strip (“because it holds 
up better than ribeye,” says 
Karvis) and a house-made 
American cheese sauce ($11). 
That cheese sauce is made 
with jalapeno jack cheese, 
cheddar, and green chilies, 
giving it a nice kick. It’s used 
in other dishes, too, like the 

THE 19TH HOLE    By David Tyda

    Taking 
REsERVaTiONs 
InsIder heads to three golf clubhouse restaurants dishing out inspired 
food on native american reservations. We find a mix of regional 
influences, traditional clubhouse fare, and food that for the most part 
is deliciously above par. 

Machaca Beef Nachos, $12, 
which is a perfect appetizer  
for a big party or enough 
to cover lunch for two. 

Virtually everything 
on the menu is enhanced 
by something made in-
house, be it house-made 
sauerkraut, potato chips, or 
pickles. And occasionally, 
you’ll hear about a special 
made with something 
local. “I buy ingredients 
from local farmers when 
I can,” says Karvis, giving 
Wildhorse an almost farm-
to-table air about it. 

But make no mistake, 
he’s more excited about 
a recent special we were 
lucky to encounter: smoked 
ribs, rubbed with Schezuan 
peppercorns, tinged 
with braised orange and 
pineapple juice, and finished 
with hoisin sauce. When 
the chef’s got a forearm-
length tattoo of risotto, a 
cow skull, an artichoke, 
and Italian parsley, you 
know he can master 
everything from a chopped 
salad to a rack of  ribs. 

Wildhorse Grille and the 
surrounding Talking Stick 
Golf Club is owned by the 
Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community. Located 
in the shadow of Talking 
Stick Resort, Chef Karvis is 
determined to make regular 
diners out of all who sit at 
his tables. Monthly wine 
dinners are helping the 
cause, not only because  
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The wildhorse Grille at Talking Stick Golf Club is comfy, cozy and Native American chic.

Prime rib is the calling card at Ak-
Chin Southern Dunes’ Grille109.
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they’ve been successful, but 
they’re the only days that 
Wildhorse is open for dinner. 

Meanwhile, over on 
the Gila River Indian 
Reservation in Chandler, 
the Sivlik Grill does what it 
can to upstage the AAA Five 
Diamond Award-winning 
Kai Restaurant at the 
Sheraton Wildhorse Pass. 
Sivlik offers outstanding 
views of the Devil’s Claw 
and Cattail courses, both 
Gary Panks-designed 
beauties that make up 
Whirlwind Golf Club. Here, 
truly regional ingredients 
like green chilies and fry 
bread inspire the menu by 
Executive Chef John Farley. 

For breakfast, forego 
simplicity and opt for the 
Huevos Sivlik. Piled atop 
warm fry bread, you’ll find 
slow-cooked beans, green 
chilies, ranchero beef, 
cheddar jack cheese, pico 
de gallo, and potatoes, all 
topped with two fried eggs, 
for only $8. This breakfast 
might slow down your teeing 
off, but it’ll keep you fortified 
as you press past the 15th 
hole. Another option sounds 
deceivingly  lighter, but still 
packs a punch — the B.L.E.A.T. 
This strange sounding 
acronym weaves these 
delicious words together: 
bacon, lettuce, egg, avocado 
and tomato, for a sandwich 
that’s served with mayo on 
whole wheat toast for $7.50. 

For more regionality, 
check out the lunch menu. 
Much like breakfast, green 
chilies, fry bread, and 
Mexican or Spanish cheeses 
play a roll. When we stopped 
in for lunch, we loved the 
Gordita, sandwiching pork 
carnitas, lettuce, and queso 
fresco between a masa corn 
bun ($10). Spicy sauce made 
of Serrano peppers  and chile 
de arbol came on the side for 
use at our own discretion

At lunch, a savory fry 
bread option comes topped 
with ground bison, ranchero 
sauce, cabbage, shredded 
cheese, and pico de gallo 
for only $10. Fry bread also 
comes as a sweet dessert 
with drizzled agave nectar 
and sprinkles of cinnamon 
for only $4. Traditional 
fave, churros, are available 
for only a dollar more. 

One of the most 
picturesque of these golf 
course restaurants, though, is 
Grille109 at Southern Dunes 
Golf Club in Maricopa. The 
walls on one side of this 
expansive clubhouse building 
open up for a true indoor/
outdoor dining experience. 
Located at Harrah’s Ak-
Chin, Grille109 gives you a 
host of reasons to bring the 

whole family while you hit 
the links. On Sundays, for 
instance, let the family enjoy 
brunch between 9:30 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. for only $12.95 per 
person, with all the requisite 
brunch attractions (omelet 
station, pancake station, etc.) 

Or, hit the course on a 
Friday or Saturday and meet 
up with non-golfers for Prime 
Rib Night, which happens 
every week. A 10-ounce cut 
is served for $17.95 during 
these nights, but some 
golfers time their tees to end 
between 4:30 p.m. and  
7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays when  
a chicken buffet serving 
fried, BBQ, and baked chicken 
with all the sides are served 
for only $8.95 per person. 

There’s a special almost 
every day at Grille109. So 

no matter what time your 
tee time is (or isn’t), you’ll 
find something good to eat 
inside the clubhouse.  n

 
InsIder DETaiLS
 
wildhorse Grille 
At Talking Stick golf Course
9998 E. indian Bend rd. 
Scottsdale
(480) 850-8622 
 
Sivlik Grill 
At Whirlwind golf Club
5692 W. north Loop rd. 
Chandler
(480) 940-1500 
 
Grille109 
At Southern dunes golf Club
48456 W. Highway 238 
Maricopa
(520) 426-6832 

THE 19TH HOLE 

It’s back to nature in the relaxed atmosphere of the Sivlik Grill at whirlwind Golf Club.
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Sure, Tim says, he’ll use that Mickelson name as his trump 
card whenever he can drop it on a potential recruit. But that isn’t 
exactly his master plan to return ASU to national prominence in 
a college sport his brother once dominated.

“Phil is certainly going to be involved from an alumni 
standpoint, from a recruiting standpoint, and from a financial 
standpoint,” said Tim Mickelson, who at 34 is seven years 
younger than his more well-known sibling.

“I’m also going to get guys like Chez Reavie, Paul Casey, 
Matt Jones, Billy Mayfair and a lot of our other ASU alumni 
involved in that, too. Hey, we’ve got to get the word out about 
what a great a place and program and facility this really is.

“But, ultimately, I’m a big believer in hard work. You work 
hard and recruit hard, and good things will eventually come.”

           To that end, Tim Mickelson rises before dawn every morning, 
and has his young team do the same on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday, when he starts his practice and a long day with his 
team at 6 a.m. On Tuesday and Thursday, Mickelson starts his 
own day at 6 o’clock with a personal workout and then spends 
the entire morning in his office pouring over his battle plans 
before playing golf with his team from 1 to 5:30 p.m. 

On Saturday and Sunday, Mickelson travels either to a 
tournament with his team or to the home of a potential recruit. 
So intense are his weekends that, from February through April 
he plans to take just one weekend off. 

“It’s what we have to do if we’re going to turn this program 
around,” Mickelson said of his nonstop mission.

While the cupboard wasn’t completely bare when Mickelson 

By Bill Huffman               Photos by Jane Zarzynski

GreatExpect ations
He has one of the most famous last names in Arizona State history, which brings 

a big smile to the face of Tim Mickelson, the first-year men’s golf coach for the 

Sun Devils. Never mind that being the younger brother of Phil Mickelson, a 

four-time All-American at Arizona State and a PGA Tour superstar, also brings 

great expectations that go way beyond the norm. 

Tim mickelson, Phil’s little brother, plans to 

resurrect AsU’s program with hard work and talented 

recruits. oh, yes, and the last name will help, too!

cover story
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arrived early last summer, replacing Randy Lein, the former 
coach who led the Sun Devils for the past 18 years, it was so 
young and untested that Mickelson knew this season wouldn’t 
be one of those miracle turnarounds. ASU, which had fallen 
on hard times both in the Pac-12 Conference and nationally, 
was loaded with freshman and just one senior, and its best 
player, Mathias Schjoelberg from Norway, had a bad back and 
couldn’t play. 

“I didn’t really have any expectations when I got here,” said 
Mickelson, who arrived at ASU on the heels of an eight-year 
transformation project he had just completed at the University 
of San Diego, where he led the Torreos to four West Coast 
championships and three straight NCAA appearances while 
being named the conference coach of the year four times. 

“What I found was a youthful program that lacked energy. I 
guess you could say it was stale.”

“Tim Mickelson possesses the qualities of what we’re looking 
for and not just because of his famous last name,” said ASU 
Vice President Lisa Love when she made the announcement. 
“He is a talented leader, a knowledgeable coach and a dynamic 
recruiter.”

Even though Love might be excused for fudging a little bit on 
the “famous last name” part, she was dead-solid perfect about 
Mickelson’s other qualities, said Tod Leonard, the long-time 
golf writer for the San Diego Union-Tribune. Leonard covered 
Mickelson’s program at USD and knew him well even before, 
when Mickelson was an assistant at San Diego State.

     “Tim is a very bright guy and very grounded, especially for 
having that last name,” Leonard noted. “He has a huge attention 
to detail, is a great communicator with his players and peers, 
and takes so much pride in his job.

“What he did at USD, a school that really didn’t even have 
a golf program before he got there, was probably the best 
coaching job in men’s college golf over the past five years.”

Not surprisingly, his big brother also has great expectations 
for Tim.

“I’m thrilled he’s the golf coach. I think he’s the perfect guy 
for the job,” the winner of 40 PGA tournaments said. “He loves 
ASU and he’s such a solid guy that parents are going to want 
their kids to play for him.

“And Tim knows how to play, so he’s going to help his players 
get the best out of their game.”

That Tim Mickelson “loves ASU” as much as Phil is a little 
bit of a surprise considering Tim transferred his senior year 
from the Sun Devils to Oregon State after a rift with Lein. But 
leaving the beauty of San Diego probably was a bigger obstacle 
in taking the ASU job even if the good-natured Mickelson 
downplays both factors, especially with Lein who he now calls 
a “good friend.”

Left: Phil holds an early trophy while his mother, Mary, and little 
brother, Tim, beam with admiration. 
Above: An early shot of the “Mickelson Men,” including father Phil Sr. 
Opposite page: Tim helps “Sparky” line up a shot.
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“Tim Mickelson possesses the 
qualities of what we’re looking 
for and not just because of 
his famous last name. He is a 
talented leader, a knowledgeable 
coach and a dynamic recruiter.” 
– Lisa Love, ASU vice president
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“San Diego is a wonderful place where my roots are, where 
my family still lives, and where I’ve worked for most of my 
adult life,” noted Mickelson, who also has an older sister, Tina, 
who is a golf instructor.

     “But getting a chance to lead a storied program like ASU, 
where I went to school for three years and where Phil was an 
All-American, that’s really a dream job for me. In every way, it 
couldn’t be better.”

Mickelson even has “a three-pronged strategy” for 
recruiting that he compares to the ASU pitchfork.

“Every year I’ll try to recruit three players, the first being 
the No. 1 player in Arizona, the second being the No. 1 player 
in America, and the third being the No. 1 player in the world … 

“I’m a very structured coach; that’s the kind of program I 
built at USD, and that’s the kind of program I foresee at ASU. At 
the same time, we’ll have some fun, like going to the football and 
basketball games, and taking part in other school activities.”

So far, so good, as Mickelson has two highly regarded 
recruits signed for next season in Alberto Sanchez of San Diego 
via Nogales, Ariz., and Max Rottluff of Germany. Mickelson 
said he expects both to be in the lineup next year.

In the meantime, he said he hopes to pull off a small miracle 
and get his team in this year’s NCAA tournament. The results 
have been so mixed to date, that he’s not sure exactly what 

to expect when the Pac-12s and NCAAs roll around later this 
spring.

“It’s going to be close. We’ve won a tournament with a 
tough schedule even if that tournament we won (Cal State-
Northridge) didn’t have a very strong field,” he said of the 
team’s only top-five finish in six outings. “I think we’re just 
below .500, so we need to get better, but I’d love to be at Riviera 
(Country Club near Los Angeles for the NCAA tournament 
May 29-June 3).”

It will take a rally of considerable proportions, as the Sun 
Devils have yet to crack the top 25 in any of the rankings. That’s 
a tough pill to swallow for Mickelson, whose competitiveness 
is evident by the fact he holds all of the school records at 
Oregon State as well as being a top amateur who qualified for 
four consecutive U.S. Mid-Amateur Championships in the past 
five years.

“My whole family was always very competitive, as my dad 
was a world-class skier, my mom was a two-time gold medalist 
in basketball at the U.S. Senior Olympics, and Tina was a good 
player, too,” he said. “And then there’s Phil.

“This season, not being competitive, not being at that level, 
that’s the tough part of this job right now even if I am enjoying 
the guys on the team. So to get my mind off it, I just work out 
really, really hard and that seems to help.”

Other things, like rumors that the ASU Karsten Golf Course 
might be turned into something else in the near future, don’t 
seem to bother him, either.

 “I’m always concerned about that possibility, about losing 
perhaps my best recruiting tool,” he said. “But at the same 
time, should that happen we will not take a step backward to a 
lesser facility.”

Chances are Mickelson knows something that we don’t 
regarding ASU Karsten, as he readily admits that his biggest 
surprise since coming to ASU is the tremendous support he’s 
gotten from the local golf community. It’s true, that last name 
will get you connections in high places.

“I guess I underestimated that at first, how there are so 
many people out there who are pulling for us,” he said. “So 
it’s a little frustrating (how ASU is playing) because I want 
to show them the positive direction we’re going, and that the 
energy is back.”

To that end, Tim Mickelson said he’s not pressing; he’s just 
working hard.

“It’s been a lot of fun so far,” he said of the first year on the 
job. “And I can tell you that it will be even more fun when we 
start winning national championships.

“I know what’s expected of me, I know what the track record 
is at ASU for men’s golf, and I can assure you that we’re going 
to get it done.”

In that regard, who can argue with guy named Mickelson? n

Left: the family, including sister Tina, enjoys an outing in 
the early years.
Above: Tim takes in an ASU footbal game with Phil and 
Phil’s daughter, Sophia. 
Opposite page: Tim takes time to reflect along the 18th 
hole at ASU Karsten Golf Course.
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“My whole family was always 
very competitive, as my dad was 
a world-class skier, my mom
was a two-time gold medalist 
in basketball at the U.S. Senior 
Olympics, and Tina was a good
player, too. And then there’s Phil.” 
– Tim Mickelson, ASU men’s golf coach
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S
AN DIEGO – 
When he lived 
in Arizona, 
PGA Tour 
veteran Geoff 
Ogilvy was 

like so many others who 
hail from the Valley of the 
Sun. When the temperature 
climbed come summer, he 
packed up the family car 
and dashed for San Diego.

No doubt echoing the 
sentiment of thousands, 
Ogilvy said of the San 
Diego experience: “Once 
you get here for a summer, 

it’s hard to leave, really.”
The moderate climate 

and the surfing were big 
draws for the Aussie, and 
so too was the golf. There 
is an abundance of quality 
courses in San Diego and 
overcrowding isn’t nearly 
as big an issue on the 
turf as it is in the surf.

“There are no top 50 
in the world courses here, 
but they’re all nice clubs 
and they’ve all got nice 
atmospheres,” Ogilvy said. 
“You can get nice, reasonably 
paced rounds and there are 

quite a few walking courses 
here, which I think is cool.”

Ogilvy, his wife 
and three kids moved 
permanently to Del Mar 
last year, but for those 
who can’t spend millions 
on a house that is an easy 
stroll from the beach, 
San Diego remains a 
year-around paradise.

Accommodations, like 
the golf, fit virtually every 
budget, and in a few days’ 
time you can tee it up 
on a U.S. Open course, a 
spectacular inland links 

tract, and a “muni” that 
offers some of the best 
scenery in the country.

MaDERas GOLF CLUB
Bucolic, yet with many of 

the modern conveniences, 
Poway, in inland North 
County off Interstate 
15, has some high-end 
neighborhoods that draw 
famous athletes. Maderas 
Golf Club, with a private club 
vibe, melds perfectly in that 
setting. Managed by Troon 
Golf, Maderas is impeccably 
maintained and presents 

HOw MUCH TO PLAY?                   expensive, over $100                   moderate, $60 to $100                value-driven, $50 or less

a very fair, but tough test. 
The course has some steep 
elevation changes – the 
best of which comes at the 
downhill par-4 fifth, when 
a big draw can roll and roll. 
With many lies on hills, 
Maderas challenges every 
player to swing soundly 
and control distance. This 
is most certainly a thinking 
player’s golf course. 

TORREY PiNEs 
GOLF COURsE

They are San Diego’s 
municipal jewels, regular 
hosts to the PGA Tour, with 
the South Course owning the 
royal pedigree after the 2008 
U.S. Open. People naturally 
want to walk the fairways 
of the Tiger Woods victory 
over Rocco Mediate that fans 
will still be talking about 
decades from now. That’s 
great, but understand that 
the South is a high-priced 
beast that will systematically 
break down all but the 
most stout golf games. I’ve 
seen people, including tour 
players, want to break clubs 
or cry when it’s over. There 
are breathtaking holes, of 
course, especially the third 
and fourth greens that hug 
the edge of the cliffs. For a 
far more fun and leisurely 
experience, take the North 
Course, which is cheaper, 

equally beautiful and far 
less painful. Torrey isn’t 
nearly as busy as it used 
to be, so if you’ve got just 
one or two, try walking up 
in the morning rather than 
paying an expensive advance 
reservation fee. 

BaRONa CREEk 
GOLF CLUB

If I had only one public 
course to play in San Diego 
for the rest of my life, Barona 
Creek Golf Club would be it. 
Set in a beautiful valley in 
the East County community 
of Lakeside, the Barona 
Indian tribe built the course 
to go with its western-themed 
hotel and casino. The layout 
is a stunning, rugged beauty 
that plays like an inland 
links track – firm and fast. 
There’s nothing tricked up 
here, just a fantastic variety 
of risk-reward choices, short 
but challenging par-3s (the 
16th is an island green 
awash in bunkers), and some 
stern holes coming home. 
A little gambling and buffet 
afterward pretty much makes 
for the perfect day. 

CORONaDO 
GOLF COURsE

Torrey Pines gets the 
deserved hype, but the 
municipal Coronado Golf 
Course is the quintessential 

San Diego experience. 
Arizonans flock to Coronado 
in the summer for the 
same reason San Diegans 
do: The three-minute drive 
over the Coronado Bridge 
transports them to simpler 
times, to a town with one 
main street that feels like 
something out of Mayberry. 
The walkable golf course, too, 
is a throwback. Jack Lemmon 
and Marilyn Monroe shot 
scenes here for “Some Like 
It Hot,” and from different 
holes you can see the San 
Diego skyline and the red 
peaked roofs of the Hotel del 
Coronado. The best hole is 
the par-4 16th, which runs 
hard against the bobbing 
boats at the Coronado 

Yacht Club. A must after 
golf is to travel east across 
town to have drinks on the 
Coronado Landing as the 
sun sets on the skyline 
across the bay. Suggestion on 
reservations: Call weeks in 
advance to secure a time for 
a nominal extra charge. 

BaLBOa PaRk 
GOLF COURsE

It is the oldest of San 
Diego’s municipal courses 
and is only a couple of 
minutes from downtown 
hotels and the San Diego 
Zoo. Yet Balboa has been 
largely ignored because it 
fell into disrepair for years as 
Torrey Pines’ stature grew. 
Now Balboa is rightfully 
making a huge comeback. 
A new irrigation system and 
renewed attention to detail 
have the 100-year-old track 
in pristine condition. Sam 
Snead was a regular here 
while in the Navy, and every 
great San Diego pro played 
Balboa, from Billy Casper 
to Phil Mickelson. After a 
long climb up the narrow 
18th to the clubhouse with 
a stunning view of the city, 
don’t miss a post-round 
meal at Tobey’s 19th Hole 
Café, which serves the 
best hot dogs and chicken 
fried steak in town. 

Barona Creek

Maderas

Aviara
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Southern 
California
 Dreamin’

San Diego’s ‘Divine Nine’ of public golf is a summer heaven for Arizona golfers

• By Tod Leonard
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aViaRa GOLF CLUB
Ask average golfers in 

San Diego which course 
they’d splurge on for a 
special occasion and the 
likely answer is Aviara. The 
Carlsbad course is the only 
Arnold Palmer design in 
the county, and it’s equal 
parts athletic endeavor and 
nature walk. The aesthetics 
are wonderful, with varieties 
of flowers on nearly every 
hole and towering stands 
of eucalyptus trees. The 
course itself is sporty, 
with ample fairways and 
big greens. Every par-3 is 
a stunner, especially the 
elevated, 190-yard 14th. The 
Park Hyatt Resort hotel on 
the property is beautiful 
and the patio above the 
clubhouse is the best place 
for drinks at sunset. 

La COsTa 
REsORT & sPa

If you haven’t been to La 
Costa in the last decade, trust 
us, it’s changed dramatically 
for the better. The resort 
is nearly unrecognizable, 
having transformed from 
aging rooms and an ugly 
salmon color to a Spanish 
modern motif with first-
class everything. The two 
golf courses are still classic 
layouts, and the North Course 
(now called the Champions) 
underwent a $10 million 
renovation in the past year to 
provide some interesting new 
looks and better drainage 
on a course notorious for 
being soggy. The par-3 16th 
on the Champions is the 
hole at which Tiger Woods 
nearly knocked down the 
flagstick to beat Tom Lehman 
in the 1997 Mercedes 
Championship playoff. La 
Costa has gone kid friendly, 
too, with family tees on the 
courses and a mini water 
park in its pool area. 

THE GRaND DEL MaR
For accommodations 

that you’d find in Newport 
Beach or Pebble Beach, 
your place in San Diego is 
The Grand Del Mar. Conde 
Naste Traveler has rated 
The Grand as “one of the 
world’s best places to stay.” 
The golf course is the site of 
a Dave Stockton short-game 
school. The Tom Fazio layout 
winds, narrowly at times, 
through a canyon preserve. 
On any given day, you could 
be playing alongside pros, 
including former Arizonan 
Geoff Ogilvy, who counts The 
Grand among his favorite 
courses in the area. 

ENCiNiTas RaNCH 
GOLF COURsE

For pure fun, with cool 
breezes and distant ocean 
views as the bonus, there 
probably isn’t a better 
value in San Diego, besides 
Coronado, than Encinitas 
Ranch. Built on the former 
site of flower fields, the 
JC Resorts course is so 
playable and fair that higher 
handicappers can gun for 
their career low while still 
feeling like they’re being 
challenged. Encinitas’ most 
entertaining holes are 
short par-4s that are made 
challenging by tricky angles. 
This is where the locals 
flocked to when Torrey Pines 
became expensive, so it’s 
busy. Make reservations 
well in advance.  

Tod Leonard has covered 
golf for the San Diego Union-
Tribune for the past 12 years.

  InsIder DETaiLS

1. Encitinas Ranch Golf Course
Encinitas
(760) 944-1936
www.jcgolf.com

2. The Grand Del Mar
San diego
(858) 314-2700
www.thegranddelmar.com

3. La Costa Resort & Spa
Carlsbad
(800) 854-5000
www.lacosta.com

4. Aviara Golf Club
Carlsbad
(760) 603-6900
www.golfaviara.com

5. Maderas Golf Club
poway
(858) 451-8100
www.maderasgolf.com

6. Balboa Park Golf Course
San diego
(619) 239-1660
www.sandiego.gov

7. Torrey Pines Golf Course
La Jolla
(858) 452-3226
www.torreypinesgolfcourse.com

8. Coronado Golf Course
Coronado
(619) 435-3121
www.golfcoronado.com

9. Barona Creek Golf Club
Lakeside
(619) 443-2300
www.barona.com

PLaCES TO STaY

 More than $250 per night
The Lodge at Torrey Pines, La Jolla
(858) 453-4420
www.lodgetorreypines.com

La Costa Resort & Spa, Carlsbad
(800) 854-5000
www.lacosta.com

Park Hyatt Aviara Resort, Carlsbad
(760) 448-1234
www.parkaviara.hyatt.com

The Grand Del Mar, San Diego
(858) 314-2700
www.thegranddelmar.com

Hotel Del Coronado, Coronado
(800) 468-3533
www.hoteldel.com

 $150-$250 per night
Sofia Hotel, Gaslamp Quarter
(619) 234-9200
www.thesofiahotel.com

Rancho Bernardo Inn, 
Rancho Bernardo
(858) 675-8500
www.ranchobernardoinn.com

Marriott Coronado, Coronado
(619) 435-3000
www.marriott.com

Loews Coronado Bay, Coronado
(619) 424-4000
www.loewshotels.com

Hyatt Regency, Mission Bay
(619) 224-1234
www.missionbay.hyatt.com

 Less than $150 per night
Horton Grand Hotel, 
Gaslamp Quarter 
(619) 544-1886
www.hortongrand.com

Porto Vista Hotel, 
downtown San Diego
(619) 544-0164
www.portovistasd.com

Best western Yacht Harbor 
Hotel, San Diego
(619) 224-3254
www.yachtharborhotel.com

America’s Best Value Inn, 
downtown San Diego
(619) 236-1600
www.americasbestvalueinn.com

La Costa
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Gambling 
at Barona 
Creek and 
swimming at 
the Grand Del 
Mar are only 
part of the 
San Diego 
experience.
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R
oger Kraig Kemp 
has been called 
“the Back Man,” 
“Stretch,” “Dr. 

Pain,” “Miracle Worker,” 
“the Shoulder Soldier” and 
the “Golf Stretcher” during 
his 35 years of figuring out 
people’s aches and pains. 
The former Texan and his 
oldest son, Carson, offer 
their many services in 
Scottsdale at a “body shop 
for humans.” Called CK 
Training Systems, they are 
located at 114th Street and 
Shea Boulevard with many 
of their clients being golfers 
of both the professional 
and amateur variety.

Kemp, who goes simply 
by “Roger Kraig,” recently sat 
down with AZ Golf Insider to 
talk about both building and 
repairing the body and how it 
relates to the games we play.  

Roger, what is it exactly 
that you do?

Well, we do a lot of 
things, but we do have a 
couple of areas of expertise. 
The one primary thing we 
do for all of our clients is a 
biomechanical assessment 
of how well you move. 
We can evaluate all three 
sections of each muscle, 
and how it relates to the 
joint that it is attached to. 
By doing an assessment, 
which takes about an hour, 
we can tell you which 
one of your muscles and 
which one of your joints is 

susceptible to injury, which 
ones are weak, and which 
ones are overdeveloped, 
which will tell us how well 
you are moving now. So we 
focus on those areas of the 
body that need the most 
work or strengthening, 
and if you have issues 
we can identify them.

In one word, what’s 
your occupation?

I’m a flexibility 
trainer. OK, that’s two 
words, but that’s really 
what we’re doing.

How long have you been 
studying the human body 
and how it works?

I was 18 and got into 
it through a back injury I 
suffered. I was competing in 
the Junior College nationals 
in 1976 and I broke my 
back during the high bar 
competition. Through the 
rehab process, I started 
learning about the body, and 
that’s how it basically got 
started. Over the years, I’ve 
gained a lot of knowledge 
first-hand and by reading. 
I’m a voracious reader.

Has your occupation 
changed over the years?

Oh, yeah, a lot. Initially, I 
only worked with Olympians 
and pro athletes. Then 
my wife convinced me to 
break away from that and 
work with the general 
public because the general 

public also had a lot of 
injuries and needs. But 
that was initially my whole 
world, working with the 
high-powered athlete.

Wasn’t that kind of how it 
worked back then? Athletes got 
a lot of help while the regular 
guy really didn’t get any?

Absolutely. It was an ego 
thing for me as a kid, being 
a jock, and working with pro 
and elite athletes. I couldn’t 
even picture myself at that 
point doing what I do today 
with people who walk in 
off the street. But golf and 
tennis, those were the sports 
that brought the average 
guy into sports medicine.

Give me your resume for 
the pros you’ve worked 
with over the years?

Oh, gosh, dude. I’ve 
forgotten probably more 
than I remember. But I’ve 
worked with football players 
like Eric Swan, Seth Joyner, 
Aeneas Williams, Steve 
Beuerlein and a bunch of 
others like the Williams 
brothers from the old 

Houston Oilers. In tennis, 
Michael Chang, Jimmy 
Connors, Ivan Lendl, Chris 
Evert, Gina Garrison, Martina 
Navratilova, and in golf so 
many I can’t remember, and 
team-wise, the Cardinals, 
Suns and Coyotes.

I bet you can remember a few 
of those golfers, can’t you?

Yeah, if you start at 
the top, there was a guy 
named Jack Nicklaus 
who was really my big 
breakthrough. I helped 
Jack several times with his 
back and hips, and we had 
a relationship that lasted 
about 10 years (1992-2002). 
I also worked with Andrew 
Magee, Brandel Chamblee 
and a bunch of guys who 
more recently are getting 
ready for the Champions 
Tour like Jim Carter, Sean 
Murphy and Kirk Triplett. 

Was Nicklaus a tough client?
Yes, primarily because he 

had a lot of things going on, 
like a couple of degenerative 
hips. I remember the first 
time I worked with him I 

had gotten a call from Lyle 
Anderson, who asked me if 
I’d go to Florida and see if I 
could get him walking again; 
Jack had been limping badly. 
And things worked out, 
we got him up and moving 
again, and he ended up 
winning his first tournament 
back that year, the Mercedes-
Benz Tournament of 
Champions. That was huge 
in my career, and I think 
his, too.  I know him winning 
was Cloud Nine for me.

After you work with pros, 
how do you “gear down” 
for the regular guy?

I don’t change a thing. 
The evaluations I do on 
regular people are identical 
because their bodies are no 
different than a Nicklaus 
or a Magee. The history 
is different, but the body 
is always the same. The 
stresses that the pro athlete 
goes through at that level 
are substantially higher, 
at the same time, the 
regular guy pollutes his 
body a lot more. It’s a fork 
in the road but they’re all 
going to the same spot. 

What is the most common injury 
that people bring to you?

The back. It’s No. 1 and 
least understood — and that’s 
from everybody from the 
average guy to the docs and 
therapists who try to figure 
it out. Sometimes people 
tend to lay it on a tight 
hamstring when typically 
it’s the hip function, where 
all these activities like golf, 
tennis, baseball and bowling 
tend to create a natural 
imbalance by putting weight 
on one side of the body or 
the other. When you load up 
your muscles, like a golfer 
with a back turn, and those 
muscles start to tighten up 
you can get an imbalance 
… And when the imbalance 
involves the hips, you’re 

living on borrowed time. 

What other ailments 
are most common?

I’d say the shoulders and 
the neck. The overuse there 
occurs because today in our 
society we do everything 
in front of us, from working 
at a desk, to playing video 
games, to anything else 
where you’re always looking 
forward and the back side 
gets forgotten. Hey, people 
only work out what they see 
in the mirror; not what’s 
behind. And, remember, 
two-thirds of our muscles 
are behind us, so once again, 
you’ve got an imbalance 
when everything is going 

forward. It’s a counter-
action of opposing muscle 
groups that should not be.

What is the success rate on 
getting relief from these injures?

Unless there is 
catastrophic damage — like 
a car wreck — we can clear 
out the issues of an internal 
injury (back, shoulder, neck) 
in three sessions about 90 
percent of the time. The body 
will respond. It wants this 
stuff, it wants harmony, and 
it does it instinctually. A lot 
of the times we’re able to get 
rid of that tension and the 
relief is immediate. There 
really is good pain, or as our 
clients call it, “a good hurt.”

What’s the hardest 
part of your job?

 If I could get every client 
to just do the follow-up 
routines and the programs 
we lay out for them, that’s 
the hardest. But if I could 
get every client to devote 
minutes a day doing that 
routine work, I can get the 
hurt out real quick and 
oftentimes avoid surgery. 

Who are your easiest clients to 
work with and the hardest?

Golfers tend to devote 
themselves to the (healing) 
process more than others. 
It’s probably because they’re 
a little more dedicated to the 
sport, and it’s a great sport 

they can play for a lifetime. 
Golfers tend to take it more 
seriously. Nobody is really 
hard to work with unless 
it’s just in the personality.

Sounds like you have a fondness 
for golf? Are you a good golfer?

Oh, I love it. It’s the 
ultimate game. I’m a 
plus-2. I promised myself 
if I got to a plus-5, I’d 
try the Champions Tour. 
But I’m 53 now, and 
they’re quite safe now.

Where do you play?
Mostly at Grayhawk, 

it’s a great facility. I’ve got 
a lot of friends over there 
like Stan Utley, the King of 

Grayhawk, and Del Cochran 
who manages it, and Joe 
Shershenovich who is the 
head pro. It’s just a great 
place to play and hang out.

What’s in Roger Kraig’s bag?
Golly, I don’t think you 

want to know. OK, I’ve got 
a TaylorMade driver, PING 
fairway metals, Wilson 
Staff irons, Titleist Vokey 
wedges and new YAR 
putter. See, I told you that 
you didn’t want to know. 
I’m all over the place. Ball-
wise I bounce between 
ProV1s and Bridgestones.

Does being a golfer help you 
with your occupation?

Oh, yeah, it really does. 
That insight to the activity 
is critical. It’s not like 
I can feel other golfers’ 
pains, but I can get an 
idea through some of my 
own experiences. Hey, 
I always wanted to be a 
professional golfer if only I 
could have had do-overs.

What’s you biggest 
moment as a golfer?

That came four or five 
years ago when I made 
the cut in the AGA’s State 
Stroke Play tournament. 
But I do have four holes in 
one — only saw one of them 
— and I once shot 66 at the 
TPC Champions. So I’ve had 
a couple of “moments.”

A lot of people think your real 
name is Roger Craig, like the 
football player or baseball 
manager. Why not your 
real name, Roger Kemp?

Great question. I guess 
it’s a Southern thing, or a 
Texas thing, like Billy Bob 
or Bobby Joe. My mom and 
dad always included our 
middle name, especially 
when we were in trouble. 
My middle name was 
Kraig, as in “Roger Kraig!” 
… and it just stuck. n

Q&A    By Insider Staff

  Meet
‘DR. PaiN’
for more than 35 years, ROGER kRaiG kEMP 
has diagnosed and repaired What ails athletes. 
InsIder chats With ‘the shoulder soldier.’
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Kemp and 
his son, 
Carson, offer 
their many 
services in 
Scottsdale at 
a “body shop 
for humans.’”
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last year at ASU and the 
first year in Connecticut, 
I didn’t play much at all,” 
Howell said. “When I moved 
back, I signed up with the 
AGA and got back into it.”

No kidding. Besides 
being an AGA mainstay, 
Howell has qualified for five 
straight U.S. Mid-Amateurs, 
including last year when he 
shot 74-72 at the Shadow 
Hawk Club in Houston 
to earn his way into the 
match play. And in 2010, 
he also qualified for the 
U.S. Amateur at Chambers 
Bay in Washington.

Still, Howell, who 
is known as one of the 
AGA’s biggest hitters, 
chases that elusive first 
AGA major, something he 
hopes to resolve in 2012.

“I’ve always hit it far, but 
just recently figured out how 
to control it,” said Howell, a 
former long driving champ 
whose biggest poke was 
378 yards in a REMAX local 
qualifier. “But, surprisingly, 
I think my iron play is the 
strength of my game.”

Even though he went 
to a long putter following 
the 2010 U.S. Amateur, 
and says that “chipping 
is my weakness,” Howell 
does have something going 
for him these days that 
he hopes will lead him 
to the winner’s circle.

“After playing in all 
of these USGA events, I 
realized that I needed to 
belong to a club if I was 
going to get better. I needed 
a place that I could play 
and practice, and that’s 
why I joined Encanterra, 
which is about five minutes 
from my house in Queen 
Creek,” he said. “It’s really 
helped me get serious.”

So serious, that Howell, 
who is a Boy Scout leader 
and father of three as 
well as a real nice guy, 
thinks he’s on the edge of 

a breakthrough season.
 “This (POY) award 

means a lot, because I set 
out to accomplish a goal 
and I pulled it off,” he said. 
“But I didn’t win a major, 
so it’s a little bittersweet. 

“At the same time, it 
steels me to play better in 
2012, because, eventually, 
I’m going to win that major.”

F
or a guy who spent 
most of his life 
working in the 
stressful confines 

of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Dave Rasley is 
enjoying the good life these 
days playing golf in the high 
country of Payson. And all 
his practice has paid off 

quite nicely, as Rasley is the 
Arizona Golf Association’s 
2011 Player of the Year 
in the Senior Division.

“The new life is good,” 
said Rasley, 64, who retired 
from the CIA in 2008 and 
started playing a lot of 
golf at his home course, 
Chaparral Pines, and the 
neighboring Rim Club. 
“These days, depending 
on my back, I’m probably 
getting to play three or four 
times a week, which is nice.”

Rasley claimed the 
divisional title in the Senior 
Stroke Play Championship 
before his back flared 
up last season. He also 
had a top-10 finish in the 
Arizona Mid-Amateur, 
which helped the cause.

Prior to his success 
on the AGA campaign, 
Rasley captured both club 
championships at Chaparral 
Pines and the Rim. Among 
his other highlights from 
a year ago, Rasley shot 
his age at the Rim – an 

“almost” career-best 63.
“I figured I’d shoot my 

age eventually, but not a 
63,” said Rasley, who had a 
62 when he played college 
golf for Western Michigan. 
“I guess it’s getting a little 
easier, now that I’m 64.”

Rasley has a solid 
resume, as he qualified for 
four U.S. Senior Opens, two 
U.S. Senior Amateurs and 
one U.S. Mid-Amateur. He 
also won the Maryland State 
Amateur in 1992 and 1995. 
He said the key to his late-
career surge has been his 
work with noted instructor 
Wayne DeFrancesco.

“My game hasn’t 
deteriorated too much and 
that’s the way I’m trying 
to keep it,” said Rasley, 
who has 11 career holes 
in one and a rare double 
eagle that he recorded 
while on a mission in 
Bangkok, Thailand.
“When I was in the CIA, that 
was tough, traveling all the 
time and trying to keep a 
golf game going. That’s why 
I appreciate all of this now, 
and why I stay home most of 
the time and just play golf.” 
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L
ong before he 
became a big hitter 
and dominant force 
in the Arizona Golf 

Association, Camron Howell 
spent his days chasing balls 
of all different sizes with his 
friends in the small town of 
Thatcher, a cotton farming 
community in the southeast 
corner of the state. Evidently, 
all that “good, clean fun” 
his dad and mom helped 
generate paid dividends as 
Howell grew up to be the 
AGA’s 2011 Player of the 
Year in the Open Division. 

“Oh, yeah, my childhood 
had a lot to do with my golf 
game,” said Howell, 34, whose 
dad owned the Ford dealership 
in nearby Clifton and bought 
his mom the 8th Street Athletic 
Club in Thatcher, where 
Camron and his friends 
played ball every day.

“My dad bought the club 
so we had a place to hang out, 
a place where we wouldn’t get 
in trouble. And I remember 
we had an indoor hitting net, 
and so I’d hit balls all day, 
all night, summer, winter, 
or whenever I could.”

By the time Howell and his 
friends got to high school age, 
they could play, as evidenced 
by four straight high school 
golf championships. Not 
only did they win the team 
title, Howell captured 
small-school individual 
honors twice while losing to 
teammates by a single shot his 
freshman and senior years.

“Our golf team was so 
good, that one year our guys 
finished first, second, third 
and fourth and we threw out 

our fifth guy’s score of 72-73, 
although he ended up taking 
fifth place individually,” 
Howell said, laughing at 
the memory. “But that was 
how it was back then. I was 
energized by sports, and 
they kind of balanced me.”

“Player of the Year 
normally goes to a Major 
Championship winner, but 
this year Howell’s overall 
performance, essentially 
challenging for every 
event played, accumulated 
so many performance 
points he outdistanced the 
individual champions,” 
remarked Ed Gowan, AGA 
executive director.

“I did win a couple of team 
titles, but that was a little 
strange, to win player of the 
year without ever winning 
a tournament,” said Howell, 
who spent one year playing 
college golf for Central 
Community College in Casa 
Grande and one year at 
Grand Canyon University in 
Phoenix before he eventually 

graduated with a business 
degree from Arizona State.

“The goal (for 2011) 
had been six top 10s, and 
I ended up with a lot of 
seconds and thirds and nine 
top-threes. So it was better 
than I had hoped, but at the 
same time disappointing 
that I didn’t win.”

Actually, Howell has 
been playing at a high level 
ever since he moved back 
to Arizona in 2006. That 
came on the heels of several 
years in Connecticut, where 
he established himself 
as a marketing guru for 
Insight Benefits Group and 
started to raise his family 
with his wife, Lauren.

“I never quit playing — 
nobody ever quits — but that 

AGA
NEWS

PLAYERS
OF THE YEAR

2011 
PLaYEr 

Of THE YEar

OPEN DIVISION 

Camron Howell

aGa Players of the Year

1987 Billy Mayfair
1988 Mark davis
1989 Mark Sollenberger
1990 Mark Sollenberger 
1991 Ken Kellaney 
1992 Ken Kellaney
1993 Kyle Flinton
1994 Ken Kellaney
1995 Bob Martin
1996 Ken Kellaney
1997 Jeff Kern
1998 Jeff Kern
1999 Ken Kellaney
2000 John r. davis  
2001 Ken Kellaney
2002 Ken Kellaney
2003 Ken Kellaney
2004 Ken Kellaney
2005 Bryan Hoops
2006 Ken Kellaney
2007 Jeremy defalco
2008 paul Welle
2009 Michael Wog ii
2010 Kyle Kallan
2011 Camron Howell

“This (POY) award means a lot, 
because I set out to accomplish 
a goal and I pulled it off. But I 
didn’t win a major, so it’s a little 
bittersweet.” – Camron Howell, 
2011 AGA Player of the Year

Dave Rasley has a solid 
resume, as he qualified for 
four U.S. Senior Opens, two 
U.S. Senior Amateurs and 
one U.S. Mid-Amateur. He 
also won the Maryland State 
Amateur in 1992 and 1995.
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he retired in 2010 after 
working several years for 
the Catholic Diocese of 
Seattle, he knew he needed 
to follow the sun. One of 
his two sons lived near Oro 
Valley, and so Cardwell 
decided to buy a home 
at Vistoso Golf Club and 
spend more time chasing 
the little, white ball. 

“I just wanted to play 
more golf, and it all worked 
out,” said Cardwell, 66, 
whose career took him to 
Turkey, Germany and the 
Pentagon in Bethesda, Md., 
before eventually settling 
in western Washington. 

These days, Cardwell 
tees it up three times a week 
as well as gets in a couple 
of practice sessions. He’s 
also reveling in the fact that, 
“Last year I played over 100 
times, and I’m hoping to 
play even more this year.”

“I haven’t shot my age 
yet, but I’ve had a few 
68s,” said Cardwell, who 
played golf for Texas A&M, 
was a member of the U.S. 
Air Force team, won club 
championships in Turkey, 
at Fort Mead and Lowery 
Air Force Base, and in 
2007 was the winner of the 
Oregon Senior Amateur. 

Cardwell said the goal 
this year is to defend his 
divisional title in the Match 
Play. But he’ll never forget 
last year’s effort, as he 
started off by defeating 
former Major League player 
Tom Egan on the 20th hole, 
won his second-round match 
on the 19th hole, and then 
rallied to win his third 
match after blowing a 4-up 
lead through 12 holes.

“The championship, 
I prevailed 3-and-2, and 
that was actually my 
best match,” he said. 
“But that’s golf … and 
(winning this award) is 
a nice part of all that.” 

T
im Beth was not 
aware that he put 
together the best-
scoring average — 

70.06 — for the 2011 Arizona 
Golf Association season. 
And by the time he found 
out that feat had earned him 
the Billy Mayfair Award, 
the native of Kenosha, Wis., 
who lives in Chandler, had 
become a professional.

“Yes, I turned to the 
‘dark side’ (professional) in 
November,” quipped Beth, 
28, a good-natured kid whose 
game was resurrected in 
2010 after a four-year layoff.

“But I’ll always remember 
that winning the Mayfair 
Award was the pinnacle 
of my amateur career.”

Beth, who has worked 
for the past 10 years at 
Talking Stick Golf Club, or 
ever since he graduated 
from high school, edged 
Adam Walicki (70.46 scoring 
average), Tak Fuji (70.60) 
and Kevin Cannon (70.64). 
Beth did it by finishing 
as the runner-up in the 
Arizona Mid-Amateur and 
Mesa City Championship, 
as well as “not making 
any real high numbers.”

“It was a pretty good 
year. No wins but a lot 
of top fives,” said Beth, 
who spent two years at 
Mesa Community College 

before graduating from 
Arizona State with a 
degree in design.

“The big thing was, 
(last season) gave me 
the confidence to try and 
take my golf to another 
level, and that’s where I’m 
at right now with what I 
call my ‘golf project.’ I’m 
playing on the Gateway 
Tour, and, truthfully, it’s 
been a struggle to get to 
that next level. But I’m 
doing what I’ve always 
wanted to do. I guess I 
just love the game.” n

F
or a guy who 
doesn’t get to play 
a lot of golf except 
on the weekends, 

Tom Sweigart certainly 
made the most of it in 2011, 
when he captured the 
Arizona Golf Association’s 
Player of the Year honors 
in the Masters Division.

Actually, not getting 
to play all that much has 
been a theme throughout 
the life of the hard-
working Sweigart, who is 
a contracting officer with 
the U.S. Air Force that 
negotiates business with 
Raytheon in Tucson.

“I’ll probably play even 
less this year than I did 
last year just because I’m 
so busy with work,” said 
the 54-year-old Sweigart, 
who lives in the small 
community of Vail just 
south and east of Tucson.

But one thing about 
Sweigart and his golf-when-
I-can game, he makes the 
most of his opportunities, 
like last year when he won 
both the Senior Stroke 
Play and Senior Match Play 
divisional titles, the latter 
coming over his good friend 
and occasional four-ball 
partner, Cyrus Whitney.

“I’ve always been a 
grinder; I never quit. Even 
when I hit bad shots, I 
try to stay focused,” said 

the weekend warrior of 
his winning approach. “I 
guess if there’s a strength 
to my game, it’s my irons. 
I give myself a lot of birdie 
chances even if I’m not 
that great of a putter.”

Perhaps that dogged 
approach came out of 
necessity, as Sweigart spent 
his early years following 
his dad, who also was in the 
military. After being born in 
Fort Smith, Ark., the family 
moved from Wyoming to 
Ohio to Colorado to Texas 
to Florida to California. 
Eventually, Sweigart 
graduated from Oklahoma, 
joined the Air Force and 
made his way to Arizona. 

“Most of my competitive 
golf has been in the 
service,” said Sweigart, 
who has won five Air Force 
championships and in 
1999 captured the Armed 
Forces Championship.

“But I enjoy playing in 
the AGA events, and its an 
honor to receive this award.”

R
ichard Cardwell’s 
golf game took a 
giant leap forward 
when he moved 

from the rainy state of 
Washington to the sunshine 
of Arizona. That also helps 

explain why the former 
computer programmer for 
the U.S. Air Force is the 
Arizona Golf Association’s 
2011 Player of the Year in 
the Legends Division.

Cardwell, who captured 
the divisional title in the 
Senior Match Play and was 
third in the Senior Stroke 
Play, spent 20 years as a 
military kid before making 
it his own career. But when 

2011 
PLaYEr 

Of THE YEar

LEGENDS DIVISION 

Richard Cardwell

2011 
BiLLY MaYfair

aWarD WiNNEr

Tim Beth

“I’ve always been a 
grinder. Even when I 
hit bad shots, I try to 
stay focused.” – Tom 
Sweigart, AGA Player 
of the Year, Masters 
Division

“Last year I played over 
100 times, and I’m hop-
ing to play even more 
this year,” said Richard 
Cardwell (below).
“I haven’t shot my age 
(66) yet, but I’ve had a 
few 68s.”

Opposite: Tim Beth’s 
70.06 scoring average 
was the best of 2011 
AGA season.
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MaYFaiR aWaRD

1993 Kyle Flinton
1994 Ken Kellaney
1995 Ken Kellaney
1996 Ken Kellaney
1997  Ken Kellaney
1998  Ken Kellaney
1999  Ken Kellaney
2000  John r. davis
2001  Ken Kellaney
2002  Jake grodzinsky
2003  Ken Kellaney
2004  Ken Kellaney
2005  Ken Kellaney
2006  Josh Wilks
2007 nathan Tyler
2008 doug Smith
2009 david Mcdaniel
2010 Kyle Kallan
2011 Tim Beth

2011 
PLaYEr 

Of THE YEar

MASTERS DIVISION 

Tom Sweigart

AGA
NEWS

PLAYERS
OF THE YEAR
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Douglas’ legacy: 
Dedication to the game

AGA family welcomes  
new member
The AGA family welcomed a new member 
Feb. 9 when Tournament Operations 
Manager Courtney Smyser gave birth to 
Eliza Rae. Both baby and mom are healthy. 
Courtney and her husband Rob are 
enjoying life as new parents. 

barbara douglas—who served arizona golf for many years 
through the arizona golf association, Junior golf association of 
arizona and the arizona golf foundation—died Jan. 27 after a 
three-year battle with cancer. douglas began her arizona work 
in golf with the national minority golf foundation, creating 
opportunities for young people in and through the game she 
so loved. she also served the aga as an executive committee 
member, the agf as a board member and the Jgaa as president. 

on a national level, she became the first minority chairman of 
the usga Women’s committee in 2009, only one month before 
being diagnosed with stage-4 ovarian cancer. despite the disabling 
effects of treatment, which included chemotherapy, douglas 
displayed tremendous courage and endurance as a proactive 
chairman who seldom missed a usga women’s championship.

When she spoke of her battle against the disease, douglas 
said her lifelong positive outlook helped her in her fight. “charles 
swindoll, an american writer and clergyman, says, ‘life is 10 percent 
what happens to you and 90 percent how you react to it,’ ” douglas 
told the audience. “… i would not let ‘the big c’ control my life.”

last year, the golf Writers association of america honored 
douglas with the prestigious ben hogan award, which has been 
awarded annually since 1954 to an individual who continues to 
be active in golf despite a physical handicap or serious illness.

her life was celebrated march 3 at arrowhead 
country club. douglas was 69 years old. n
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A
fter years of 
hard work and 
hot summers on 
the golf course, 

several JGAA members who 
are in their senior year of high 
school have signed letters of 
intent to play golf in college.

On the boys’ side Zach 
Wright, of Phoenix, is one of 
the top junior golfers in the 
country and has signed a 
letter of intent with LSU.  Zach 
has been playing in JGAA tour-
naments for over eight years. 
In 2011 Zach won the Phoenix 
City Junior Championship 
with scores of 64-67 at Aguila 
Golf Course, was runner-up 
at the Boys State Champion-
ship at Forest Highlands and 
represented Arizona on the 
Hogan Cup team. He also 
excelled on the national level, 

winning the AJGA Heather 
Farr Classic at Longbow Golf 
Club and finishing in fourth 
at the PGA Junior Champion-
ship. This past fall Zach won 
the Arizona High School 
Championship with scores of 
62-63 at Del Urich, shattering 
the individual state tourna-
ment record by 10 strokes.  

       Other Arizona high school 
senior boys who have signed 
letters of intent include: Shane 
Allor and Logan France with 
Boise State University; Trey 
Kaahanui with ASU; Brett Wil-
son with Colorado; Cody Mc-
Manus with Pepperdine; Kale 
Davidson and Austin Sverdrup 
with Embry-Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University; Arron Wong 
and Kolton Lapa with Nebras-
ka; Joey Pickels with South 
Dakota State; Sean Buchanan 

with Belmont University; Cory 
Cottrell with South Carolina–
Beaufort; Andrew Gunn with 
Chico State; and Nicholas 
Carter with Regis University. 

On the girls’ side, Jacquie 
LeMarr has signed a letter 
of intent with UCLA. LeMarr 
started playing in the LPGA-
USGA Girls Golf program 
and has been participating in 
JGAA events for several years. 
As a sophomore at Chapar-
ral High School she won the 
5A-II individual and team 
championship and in 2011 
she won the JGAA Scotts-
dale City Championship, 
qualified for the USGA Girls 
Junior Championship and 
represented Arizona on her 
third consecutive Girls Junior 
America’s Cup Team. Off the 
course she keeps busy as a 

JGAA Junior Board Member 
and volunteering with the 
National Charity League.  

Deciding to play college 
golf close to home, Anna Kim 
has signed a letter of intent to 
play golf at Arizona. Kim, of 
Chandler, had a stellar 2011 
season winning the JGAA 
Thunderbird Invitational, 
Women’s Western Junior 
Championship, AJGA Phila-
delphia Championship and 
AJGA Frederica Junior Open. 

Other Arizona high school 
senior girls who have signed 
letters of intern include: 
Kyung Kim with USC; Lindsey 
Weaver with Notre Dame; Sar-
ah Schmelzel with South Caro-
lina; Sarah Schendelman with 
Oregon State; Kassidy Long-
Goheen with Idaho and Jordan 
Carter with Colorado. n

JGAA alums earn scholarships
to top schools throughout country

Far Left: Zach wright of Phoenix is ready 
to be a Tiger when he enrolls at LSU.
Left: After keeping active in golf on and 
off the course in high school, Jacquie 
LeMarr is headed to UCLA.
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Move over, Annika Sorenstam. Cave Creek’s 
Lindsey Weaver wants a little piece of that 
“59” fame! That’s right, Weaver, an 18-year-
old senior who attends Cactus Shadows High 
School, recorded golf’s most coveted number 
during a recent PING Junior Interclub match 
on the Apache Course at Desert Mountain. And 
the former Junior Golf Association of Arizona 
standout did it with flair on that Feb. 26, going 
5-under par over the last four holes including 
a clutch eagle 3 on the 18th for the 59.

In the process, Weaver needed just 25 
putts and hit every green and fairway in 

regulation. For the day, her scorecard read two 
eagles, nine birides and seven pars without 
a bogey on the rugged, par-72 layout.

by comparison, Sorenstam shot her 59 
in the 2001 Standard Register PING on the 
strength of 13 birdies at Phoenix’s Moon Valley 
Country Club. The Swedish star — the only 
female believed to have posted the coveted 
59 — was 12 under after 13 holes, with a 
birdie at the 17th and a par at the 18th closing 
out her second round of the LPGA event.

Weaver, who lives at Desert Mountain but 
has only played the Apache Course “a few times,” 

was 8 under through 13 holes on a day when 
she “made a lot of putts and hit it really close.” 
And then came the fast-and-furious finish.

“I’d never really thought about it 
(shooting 59), but when I got the chance, I 
did it,” noted Weaver, a seven-time winner 
on the American Junior Golf Association 
who is heading off to South bend, Ind., this 
fall to play college golf for Notre Dame.

“I’ve had a lot of great moments, fun 
moments playing golf … but to do something 
that Annika did, well, you never forget 
something like that.” - BiLL HuFFMAn

AZ Amateur preview
The 88th Arizona Amateur Championship will be held 
July 30 through Aug. 4 at the Gallery Golf Club in Marana, 
a private club that hosted the 2007 and ’08 Accenture 
Match Play Championship. This year’s event will mark 
the second time the Amateur has been held at the 
Gallery, the first in 2000 when John Davis of Snowflake 
took home the prestigious championship title. 

The Arizona Amateur was first held in 1923, and has 
been played every year since, with the exception of only 
two years — 1943 and ’44 — due to World War II. 

This year a field of 144 players will compete on the club’s 
North Course, which has been named one of Golfweek’s Top 100 
Modern Courses. The desert course, designed by John Fought 
and Tom Lehman, winds its way through two rugged canyons 
while challenging players with its steep elevation changes. From 
the longest tees it presents 7,384 yards of golf for a par of 74.

The championship is open to amateur golfers who hold 
a USGA Handicap Index through an AGA member club. 
If not on the exempt list, players must qualify at one of 
four events. This year’s qualifying events are being held 
June 26 at Las Sendas in Mesa, June 28 at The Wigwam 
in Litchfield Park, July 3 at Antelope Hills in Prescott and 
July 9 at Crooked Tree in Tucson.  For more information 
go to azgolf.org and click on Tournaments.  n
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Gallery Golf Club, 
No. 13, in Marana
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Former JGAA standout Lindsey weaver shoots 59
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• By Brian Whitlark

P
utting green 
firmness can be 
predicted depending 
on a number 

of factors, but is the turf 
variety one of them?

Putting green firmness 
has an impact on the ability 
of golfers to stop their 
ball on the green (or what 
may be interpreted as the 
receptiveness of a green).  
The firmer the surface, the 
more tendency for the ball to 
skip, and if little backspin is 
imparted, the ball will likely 
roll off the putting surface, 
or at least well away from the 
initial landing point.  A soft 
green, on the other hand, 
results in a well played golf 
shot to penetrate the surface 
and bounce up at a steep 
angle, the more backspin on 
the ball, the steeper the angle, 
and therefore the ball stops 
within a shorter distance.  
When golfers are queried 
about what factors may 
determine the receptiveness 
of a green, they often refer 
to the turf variety, or recount 
the latest rainfall event, or 
might comment on whether 
the greens are wet or dry.  
The question is; can golfers 
predict the receptiveness 
of the greens based on the 
turf variety?  For example, 
most golfers perceive that 
overseeded greens are 
more receptive than non 
overseeded bermudagrass 
greens.  But is that true?

In experience working 
with the USGA TruFirm 
device at numerous venues 
throughout the southwest 
region of the US, turf variety 
does not seem to be a good 
predictor of green firmness.  

Rather, the subsurface 
characteristics are much more 
indicative of a soft or firm 
surface.  More to the point, the 
depth of thatch and organic 
mat immediately beneath the 
turf surface seems to have the 
biggest impact on firmness, 
and as a result, is the limiting 
factor when the goal is to 
offer firm putting surfaces.  
With this in mind, thatch 
management and removal 
take on greater importance 
than agronomic implications 
alone; excessive thatch 
results in soft greens that 
ultimately affect playability.  
Soft greens generally result 
in the following surface 
playability characteristics:
• Increased propensity for 

pitch marks, resulting 
in irregular ball roll.

• Increased damage 
from spike marks.

• Foot and vehicular 
traffic on soft greens 
impacts ball roll.

• Soft greens are more 
receptive to golf shots, 
well struck or not. 

• Soft greens are more likely 
to scalp from mowing, 
resulting in poor cosmetics 
and surface smoothness.
Some may argue that 

soft greens ‘level the playing 
field’, and do not showcase the 
different skill level of golfers 
like firms greens will do.  

Recently collected 
data supports the theory 
that thatch depth, rather 
than turf variety, impacts 
greens firmness. TruFirm 
measurements were collected 
on bentgrass greens, 
overseeded ultradwarf 
bermudagrass greens and 
non-overseeded ultradwarf 
greens in the desert 
southwest.  A total of six 

courses were evaluated, and 
measurements were collected 
on four greens at each venue.  
The greens that displayed 
the least thatch and mat 
produced the firmest surfaces, 
regardless of turf species.  
Bentgrass greens with 
minimal thatch (about 1/3 
inch) measured the firmest of 
the six courses where TruFirm 
readings were collected.  

Which surface was 
the softest?  You might be 
surprised, it was the course 
with the non-overseeded 
ultradwarf bermudagrass 
greens.  Due to limited 
labor and resources at 
this particular course, the 
ultradwarf greens are not 
topdressed and verticut nearly 
as often as the turf manager 
would like. As a result, the 
thatch depth is considered 
high, and was measured at 
near 1 inch.  Soil moisture 
was collected as well, and 
was surprisingly similar 
among the six courses.  In this 
author’s experience, it is not 
practicable to present firm 
greens containing elevated 
thatch and organic matter 
levels without sacrificing 
the health of the turf.   When 
thatch and organic matter 
levels are in check, regardless 
of turf type, the turf manager 
can offer firm greens under 
the right growing conditions. 

If firm greens are the goal 
of the club, focus attention 
and resources to maintaining 
minimal thatch and organic 
matter levels through such 
practices as verticutting, 
topdressing, grooming, 
brushing and core aeration. n

Brian Whitlark is an 
agonomist with UsGA Green 
section, southwest region

Nager elected 
62nd USGA 
president
Glen Nager, of Washington, D.C., 
(pictured) has been elected to serve a 
one-year term as the 62nd president 
of the United States Golf Association 
(USGA). The election of officers and 
the 15-member USGA executive 
committee also took place during the 
USGA’s annual meeting in Houston. 

The chair of the Issues and 
Appeals practice at Jones Day and 
a partner in the global law firm’s 
Washington, D.C., office, Nager is an 
expert litigator who has argued 13 
cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Nager became a USGA volunteer 
in 2006, when he was named the 
Association’s general counsel. He 
has enjoyed a rapid ascension at the 
USGA, serving numerous important 
roles. Most recently, Nager was 
first vice president and chairman 
of the Rules of Golf, Commercial 
and Compensation committees.

As president, Nager assumes the 
leadership of the 300-plus professional 
staff and nearly 1,200 volunteers of 
the USGA, which together with The 
R&A governs the game worldwide. “It 
is a privilege to serve the game of golf,” 
said Nager. “I look forward to working 
with the USGA’s professional staff and 
dedicated volunteers in meeting the 
challenges that the game faces.” n

RuLES & HANDICAPPING By Lorraine Thies

I
f you’re like me, the thought of being 
in a sand trap …oops, I mean bunker 
(as hard as you look, you’ll never 
find the word “sand trap” in the 

Rules of Golf) … just makes me cringe. 
2012 is a year of change to the Rules 

of Golf so what do I now need to know 
when I find myself in these nasty things. 
Rule 13-4 tells us that when your ball 
lies in a hazard (bunker or water hazard), 
you cannot “1) test the condition of the 
hazard or any similar hazard, 2) touch 
the ground in the hazard or water in 
the water hazard with his hand or club 
or 3) touch or move a loose impediment 
lying in or touching the hazard.”

To illustrate, I’ll play the infamous 
16th hole at the TPC Stadium Course. 
It’s a relatively short par 3 with five 
small but deep bunkers around the 
green.  I take a pretty lofted club for my 
tee shot and hit it high into the air, but 
my pointer’s a little off. The ball ends 
up in the front left bunker. Dang it!

When I get to the bunker I don’t see 
my ball.  I’m sure it’s in there … It must 
be buried … what do I do? My answer 
lies in Rule 12-1a. That rule tells me that, 
if I believe my ball is covered in sand 
ANYWHERE on the golf course (so that 
certainly includes this little bunker) I can 
touch or move sand in order to find and 
identify it.  I know approximately where the 
ball is, so I start digging with my hands. 
No luck. OK, so let’s try raking the area. 
After several rakes, out pops my ball.  I 
pick it up, check to make sure it’s mine, 
wipe the sand off of it, place it back where 
it was and recover it, leaving a small 
part of the ball visible. NO PENALTY.

I’m not a happy camper.  I take a mighty 
swing, manage to advance the ball about 
five feet but, you guessed it, it’s still in 
the bunker. I take another shot, but hit 
it thin.  My friends are quick to point out 
that I’m now in the bunker back right.

Now what do I do?  My ball’s in a similar 
hazard.  Exception 3 of rule 13-4 tells me 
that if my ball goes from one bunker into 
another, I can rake the bunker I just hit out 
of without being penalized for testing the 
surface of the one I’m still standing in.

I quickly rake the bunker and move on 
to my next challenge. Wow, someone in 
front of us was terribly inconsiderate. There 
are footprints everywhere in this bunker — 
including one with my ball sitting in it … 
!@%#@$. Now what do I do? Well, I know I 
can’t do anything to improve the lie of my 
ball so I’m just going to have to deal with 
that footprint.  However, since my friends 
are having their own problems and it’s not 
my turn to play, Exception 2 of Rule 13-4, 
now permits me to rake the bunker before 
I play a stroke from it —“at ANY TIME, the 

player may smooth sand or soil in a hazard 
provided this is for the ‘sole purpose of 
caring for the course’ and nothing is done 
to breach 13-2” (improve the lie of ball, 
area of intended swing or line of play with 
respect to his next shot).  While waiting my 
turn, I carefully rake the footprints that 
are not close to my ball. Oops — in raking, 
I inadvertently moved some leaves that 
were in the bunker.  Decision 13-4/10 tells 
me there is NO PENALTY. When it’s my 
turn, I manage to hit my next shot onto 
the green and two-putt for a whopping 6.  

The term “for the sole purpose of 
caring for the course” is new to the 
rules for 2012 and refers to acts that are 
encouraged in the Etiquette section and 
are done without intentionally influencing 
the movement of the ball or the physical 
conditions affecting play.  See Decision 
1-2 for a detailed explanation. n

Lorraine Thies is Assistant 
executive director of the AGA.

Sifting through the new bunker rules
How does the turf variety  
affect putting green firmness?
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Sign up today 
for the Senior 
Cup Series 
Are you 55 years or older with a 
USGA Handicap Index of 36.4 or 
less through an AGA member club? 
If so, you have the opportunity to 
play in a series of one-day team 
events the AGA hosts in the Phoenix 
and Tucson metropolitan areas. 

The Senior Cup Series events are 
four-ball stroke-play events (better ball 
of partners). Individuals accumulate 
points throughout the series and those 
with the most points are invited to 
the series ending championship. 

A total of 12 events are to be 
held in the 2012 season, plus the 
championship, which will be played 
this year at Blackstone Country 
Club in September. The first event is 
May 14, so sign up today at azgolf.
org to ensure your spot. n

  senior Cup series calendar

May 14 ............... Encanterra (Queen Creek) 

May 21 ............... desert Hills (green Valley) 

June 11 .............. desert Highlands (Scottsdale) 

June 18 .............. Blackstone (peoria) 

June 25 .............. Talking rock (prescott) 

June 28  ............. Superstition Mountain   

.............................. (Superstition Mountain) 

July 9 .................. Oro Valley (Oro Valley) 

July 12 ................ Troon CC (Scottsdale) 

July 23 ................ Flagstaff ranch (Flagstaff ) 

August 15 .......... Quintero (peoria) 

August 23 .......... Ventana Canyon (Tucson) 

August 30 .......... desert Forest (Carefree) 

Series Ending Championship 
September 10.. Blackstone Country Club

When i get to the 
bunker i don’t 
see my ball... 
What do i do? 

Glen Nager
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  ARIZONA GOLF ASSOCIATION

2012 San Tan Amateur 
Las Colinas Golf Club
January 15, 2012

Flight 1
1. Trey Martin ............................... 66 63 129

2. Aaron Moreno .......................... 68 66 134

2. Anthony Maccioli ..................... 66 68 134

4. Kenneth Kellaney ..................... 67 68 135

4. Zachary Wright......................... 66 69 135

6. Grant Cesarek ........................... 68 68 136

6. Rusty Brown ............................. 67 69 136

8. Justin Harding .......................... 68 69 137

10. Paige Peterson ....................... 70 69 139

11. Michael Wog .......................... 72 68 140

11. Michael Zindler ...................... 72 68 140

13. Steven Hakes .......................... 70 71 141

13. Garrett Iverson ....................... 70 71 141

13. Michael Haberern .................. 69 72 141

Flight 2
9. Murphy Mitchell ...................... 67 71 138

16. Ty Hawkinson ......................... 71 71 142

16. Ron Wood............................... 70 72 142

24. Jeff  Rudi ................................. 69 75 144

24. Mark Bellhorn ........................ 68 76 144

24. Scott Smith ............................ 70 74 144

35. Joel Smith .............................. 75 70 145

35. Conrad Isley ............................ 73 72 145

35. Brett Moeller .......................... 73 72 145

35. Larry Montplaisir ................... 72 73 145

Flight 3
16. Jacob Montplaisir .................. 67 75 142

24. Jason Satterlee ....................... 71 73 144

24. Steve Brock ............................. 70 74 144

47. Nick Ferrara ............................ 72 76 148

47. Brett Sovey ............................. 75 73 148

47. Mike Edgcomb ....................... 78 70 148

52. Benjamin Snyder ................... 69 80 149

52. Kendall Brown ....................... 74 75 149

56. Eric Hegarty ........................... 74 76 150

56. Eric Taylor ............................... 75 75 150

59. Oa Kinney ............................... 74 77 151

61. Mark Obryan .......................... 76 76 152

61. Chet Nowak............................ 76 76 152

65. Michael Jedrzejczyk ............... 76 77 153

65. Jarrod Thayer .......................... 79 74 153

65. Tyler Apps ............................... 76 77 153

65. Jake Byrum ............................. 77 76 153

72. Russ Hatfi eld .......................... 81 73 154

72. Andy Jackson ......................... 71 83 154

76. William Fay ............................. 77 78 155

78. Mark Morrow ......................... 78 78 156

80. Daniel Celaya.......................... 79 78 157

82. Steve Geesling ....................... 81 77 158

82. David Levos ............................ 80 78 158

84. Michael Sciacero .................... 82 78 160

84. Ted Cruz .................................. 79 81 160

87. John Balnis ............................. 80 84 164

89. Brandon Baldenegro .............. 84 82 166

90. Mike Edmonds ....................... 80 87 167

91. Ricky Lapaglia ........................ 88 84 172

92. Jake Cormany ......................... 88 89 177

2012 Short Course
Peoria Pines
February 12, 2012

1. Geare, Patrick ........................... 56 58 114

2. Donley, James .......................... 58 63 121

3. Petefi sh, Christopher ................ 62 60 122

3. Martin, Trey .............................. 61 61 122

3. Sverdrup, Austin ....................... 58 64 122

6. Brown, Rusty ............................ 63 60 123

7. Wright, Zachary ........................ 62 62 124

7. Wog, Michael E  ....................... 61 63 124

7. Rasley, David ............................ 61 63 124

10. Relyea, Travis .......................... 61 64 125

10. Berren, Scott .......................... 63 62 125

10. Hakes, Steven  ........................ 64 61 125

10. Mitchell, Murphy ................... 63 62 125

10. Zodda, Robert ........................ 61 64 125

10. Bojalad, Rick .......................... 65 60 125

16. Cannon, Blake ........................ 64 62 126

16. Peterson, Paige ...................... 59 67 126

16. Neville, Ted ............................. 64 62 126

16. Rudi, Jeff  ................................ 62 64 126

20. Whitney, Cyrus ....................... 63 64 127

20. Jordan, Michael J. .................. 63 64 127

22. Van Deventer, John ................ 63 65 128

23. Mcmanus, Cody ..................... 61 68 129

23. Moeller, Brett ......................... 66 63 129

23. Brown, Robert ........................ 65 64 129

23. Snyder, Benjamin G ............... 67 62 129

23. Porter, Steven ......................... 68 61 129

JUNIOR GOLF ASSOCIATION 

OF ARIZONA

Phoenix Metro Junior Championship
Bear Creek Golf Complex - 
Bear and Cub Courses
February 11-12, 2012

Boys Championship : 6825 yards
Tyler Kertson ................................ 69 68 137

Ian Hagener .................................. 66 74 140

Alec Bone ..................................... 72 72 144

Brenden Bone .............................. 71 76 147

Conrad Smith ............................... 74 75 149

Solomon Park ............................... 79 72 151

Spencer Arnaud ........................... 77 74 151

John Templeton............................ 71 81 152

Joel Smith .................................... 75 79 154

Boys 15-18:  6825 yards
Eric Ghim ...................................... 72 72 144

Jino Sohn ..................................... 70 76 146

Joey Horowitz .............................. 75 75 150

Jake Britton .................................. 79 72 151

Frankie Wu ................................... 74 77 151

Billy Comeaux .............................. 74 78 152

Alex Lobeck .................................. 79 73 152

Clay Levy ...................................... 74 78 152

George Vlassis .............................. 77 76 153

Derrick Ghim ................................ 75 79 154

Riley Schank ................................. 82 73 155

Chase Jacobi ................................. 80 76 156

Ryan Tosto .................................... 79 77 156

Dru Anderson ............................... 79 77 156

Eric Wu ......................................... 76 80 156

Tyler Kathrineberg ........................ 78 80 158

Conrad White ............................... 77 81 158

Benjamin Weinstein ..................... 82 77 159

Alex Shin ...................................... 77 82 159

Dominic Cotroneo ........................ 82 77 159

Jeff rey Kelley ................................ 83 77 160

Dean Harpe .................................. 76 84 160

Tanner Field .................................. 84 77 161

Charlie Goode ............................... 82 79 161

John Carosello .............................. 84 77 161

Thomas Torrez .............................. 87 75 162

Josh Nadler .................................. 82 81 163

Daniel Seacat................................ 81 82 163

Jake Anderson .............................. 81 82 163

Colton Gage .................................. 81 83 164

Samuel West ................................ 87 78 165

Dane Allen .................................... 84 82 166

Jacob Coles ................................... 86 80 166

Tony Bustillo ................................. 84 84 168

Griffi  n McDonnell ........................ 87 82 169

Kevin Tay ....................................... 88 81 169

Charles Larson .............................. 88 82 170

Anthony Matt ............................... 86 85 171

Alex Lopez .................................... 86 86 172

Conner Dreos ................................ 90 83 173

Steven Vlassis ............................... 85 89 174

Michael Douglas .......................... 90 89 179

Hayden Moses .............................. 91 90 181

Anthony Ronchetto ...................... 93 91 184

Boys 13-14:  6454 yards
J.J. Gresco ..................................... 70 71 141

Jeff rey Miller ................................ 69 73 142

Michael Feagles ........................... 76 76 152

Sam Mckay ................................... 80 74 154

Thomas Avant .............................. 74 80 154

Jack Snyder .................................... 4 81 155

R.J. David ...................................... 75 81 156

Trueman Park ............................... 75 81 156

David Ricciardelli .......................... 78 80 158

Jarred Kotzin ................................ 88 71 159

Dylan Kertson............................... 80 79 159

Chip Getz ...................................... 80 80 160

Gavin Cohen ................................. 78 82 160

Ty Goode....................................... 77 85 162

Jack Sanford ................................. 77 85 162

Jakob Patterson ............................ 83 80 163

Benjamin Kazan ........................... 82 82 164

Evan Miller ................................... 80 84 164

Brady Hatten ................................ 83 84 167

Wyatt Wagner .............................. 82 87 169

Brett Dunaway  ............................ 86 84 170

Mason Andersen .......................... 83 88 171

Andrew Jones .............................. 88 85 173

Braxton Fox II ............................... 82 93 175

Tyler Svendson ............................. 85 93 178

Isaac Yelder ................................... 87 91 178

Michael Drolet .............................. 89 99 188

Harrison Ring ............................... 96 95 191

Boys 11-12:  3501 yards
Mason Nam .................................. 61 61 122

Davis Evans ................................... 60 64 124

Jake Carlson.................................. 64 63 127

Kyle Gering ................................... 62 66 128

Gabriel Salvanera ......................... 65 65 130

Dalton Marsh ............................... 64 66 130

Austin Frantz ................................ 63 67 130

Aidan Daly .................................... 65 66 131

Cam Sandland .............................. 64 70 134

Hunter Thomas ............................. 70 65 135

Branden Meyer ............................ 65 72 137

R.J. Colonel ................................... 67 70 137

Harry Su ....................................... 64 73 137

Nicholas San Miguel .................... 72 67 139

Patrick Fernandez ......................... 71 69 140

Payne Moses ................................ 74 67 141

Caden Christopherson .................. 70 71 141

Zach Burkholder ........................... 70 73 143

Norman Tibajia ............................. 73 71 144

Trenton Asbury ............................. 75 70 145

Mitchell McGuire ......................... 78 77 155

Brian Dunn ................................... 87 79 166

Boys 10 and Under: 1459 yards
Scott Schlader .............................. 32 31 63

Ethan Adam ................................. 33 33 66

Ben Lorenz ................................... 33 33 66

Noah Nuez .................................... 33 33 66

Daniel Thompson ......................... 34 34 68

Mahanth Chirravuri ...................... 36 34 70

Trevor Lewis ................................. 35 37 72

Riley Lewis ................................... 37 36 73

Caden Rice .................................... 40 37 77

Bryce Hu ....................................... 37 40 77

Beniam Osterloh .......................... 42 40 82

Gavin Kurtz ................................... 39 46 85

Girls Championship: 5726 yards
Kassidy Long-Goheen .................. 70 73 143

Ariana Macioce ............................ 76 70 146

Megan Knadler ............................ 78 74 152

Helen Kim..................................... 73 79 152

Kaylee Knadler ............................. 77 77 154

Carly Akine ................................... 77 83 160

Kaitlyn Saum ................................ 79 82 161

Katie Dunaway ............................. 81 81 162

Gabby Bautista ............................. 83 86 169

Lariat Adams ................................ 81 89 170

Girls 15-18: 5726  yards
Madasyn Pettersen ...................... 74 73 147

Miranda Reyes ............................. 76 78 154

Sarah Eversman ........................... 76 80 156

Maggie Black ............................... 82 84 166

Mariola Szmit ............................... 79 87 166

GraceMarie Schian ....................... 85 87 172

Margaret Loncki ........................... 84 88 172

Jamie Frederick ............................ 91 83 174

Brianna Medrano ......................... 91 90 181

Katelyn Hicks ................................ 92 92 184

Kathryn Consoer........................... 91 93 184

Joanna Richardson ....................... 94 92 186

Regina Lemons .......................... 100 89 189

Kursen Barrett .............................. 94 106 200

Girls 13-14: 5726 yards
Alisa Snyder ................................. 79 83 162

Ocean Pangan .............................. 84 83 167

Kelly Su ......................................... 84 85 169

Samantha Sandland .................... 84 88 172

Hana Atkins .................................. 85 89 174

Mikayla Fitzpatrick ....................... 86 92 178

Ciara Petronzio ............................. 91 91 182

Girls 11-12: 3501 yards
Hannah Li ..................................... 73 71 144

Aliece Pierce ............................... 100 100 200

Girls 10 and Under: 1459 yards
Grace Chung ................................. 31 31 62

Jenny Bae ..................................... 33 35 68

Toni St John .................................. 36 34 70

Mika Miyata ................................. 44  51 95 

Thunderbird Invitational  
Papago Golf Course
March 3-4, 2012

Boys 15-18:   Par: 72 , 7221 yards
1. Nathan Wong ........................... 34 37 71 

2. Peter Kyo Won Koo ................... 35 37 72

3. Brett Wilson .............................. 36 37 73

3. Timmy Shimon ......................... 38 35 73

5. Jaime Waltmire ........................ 40 34 74

5. Tyler Kertson ............................. 37 37 74

5. Colton West .............................. 38 36 74

5. Austin Stadeli, .......................... 38 36 74

5. Zachary Wright......................... 36 38 74

5. Kale Davidson .......................... 38 36 74

11. Blake Cannon ......................... 37 38 75

11. Alec Bone ..............................  39 36 75

13. Anthony Maccioli ................... 37 39 76

13. Prescott Mann ........................ 39 37 76

15. Hayden Webb......................... 42 35 77

15. Mike McGilton ....................... 39 38 77

15. Zack Stodola ........................... 36 41 77

15. Brenden Bone ........................ 41 36 77

19. Colton Yates ............................ 37 41 78

20. Joel Smith .............................. 40 39 79

20. Anthony Quezada .................. 41 38 79

20. Fernando Astiazaran Jr. ........  42 37 79

23. Blake Toolan ........................... 41 39 80

23. Eric Ghim ................................ 41 39 80

23. J.T. Rodenkirch ....................... 42 38 80

23. Austin Fletcher ....................... 37 43 80

Girls 15-18:  Par: 72 , 5911 yards
1. Ariana Macioce .......................  37 37 74

1. Abigail Cantwell......................  36 38 74

3. Hanna Lee ................................ 39 36 75

3. Yesong Han .............................. 37 38 75

3. Saki Iida .................................... 40 35 75

3. Morgan Messick ....................... 40 35 75

7. Mikayla Harmon ...................... 41 35 76

7. Madison Kerley ........................ 40 36 76

7. Krystal Quihuis ......................... 36 40 76

10. Helen Kim .............................. 38 39 77

11. Megan Hauptman ................. 41 39 80

11. Carly Akine ............................. 40 40 80

11. Kassidy Long-Goheen ............ 39 41 80

11. Kaitlyn Saum .......................... 41 39 80

15. Gabby Bautista ....................... 42 39 81

16. Kaylee Knadler ....................... 42 40 82

17. Katie Dunaway ....................... 45 38 83

17. Sarah Kaye ............................. 41 42 83

17. J.C. Harvison .......................... 42 41 83

20. Kim Cifuentes ......................... 41 43 84

21. Miranda Reyes ....................... 41 44 85

22. Megan Knadler ...................... 42 45 87

23. Brianna Vogel ......................... 40 48 88 

Boys 13-14:  Par: 72 , 6644 yards
1. Nick Singpradith ...................... 39 38 77

2. Noel Sims ................................. 39 39 78

Girls 13-14:  Par: 72 , 5404 yards
1. Alisa Snyder ............................. 38 39 77

2. Ocean Pangan .......................... 42 41 83

For complete Arizona Golf Association results, visit www.azgolf.org/results

Short Course winner Pat Geare (left) and AGA 2nd Vice President Robin Farran.
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ROAD TRIP    By Bill Huffman

I
NDIAN WELLS, Calif. 
— There was a time 
when the Palm Springs 
area was the most 

luxurious golf destination in 
the Southwest, where stars 
like Frank Sinatra and his 
Rat Pack, Bob Hope, Bing 
Crosby and Dinah Shore, 
as well as Lucille Ball and 
Desi Arnaz all chased the 
little white ball through the 
dramatic desert that flows 
through the Coachella Valley.

That golden era in the 
game took place in the 1960s 
and ’70s. Then Scottsdale 
came along in the 1980s 
followed by Las Vegas in 
the ’90s, and suddenly 
the Palm Springs area 
wasn’t quite as glitzy. 

     Guess what? “The Desert,” 
as Californians refer to 
the nine communities and 
300,000 people that make 
up the Palm Springs area, is 
back. And not just because 
former president Bill Clinton 
has replaced Hope as the 

host of the PGA Tour event 
that has been held here 
annually since 1960, when 
Arnold Palmer won the first 
of his record five titles.

     Looking for a road trip 
that pushes the boundaries of 
Arizona slightly? Well, Insider 
has a terrific trek for you. And 
according to Lon Grundy, the 
general manager of Indian 
Wells Golf Resort, your car is 
the best way to get there since 
the Palm Springs Airport is 
on the western side of the 
city, meaning you would fly 
past Palm Springs and have 
to come back to golf, which 
is mostly on the east side.

     “A straight shot down 
the I-10 in the three- to 
four-hour range depending 
on where you start out from 
in the Phoenix area,” said 
Grundy, whose resume at 
Scottsdale-based Troon Golf 
includes stops at the Westin 
Kierland, Legend Trail, Poston 
Butte and Troon North.

     “Californians love our golf 

here in the desert, especially 
those from Los Angeles and 
San Diego. But we get a lot 
of Arizonans these days who 
are on quick golf getaways.”

      There are 84 golf facilities 
in the Coachella Valley, of 
which 43 are open to the 
public. Grundy said Troon 
Golf has five of the best in 
his two courses at Indian 
Wells, the Celebrity and the 
Players; the Westin Mission 
Hills Resort & Spa with the 
Pete Dye Resort Course and 
the Gary Player Signature 
Course; and the Classic 

Club, which was designed 
by Arnold Palmer and is a 
former site of the Bob Hope 
Classic, now known as the 
Humana Challenge presented 
by the Clinton Foundation.

Just as cool for Arizonans, 
Troon Golf is currently 
offering a special package 
featuring three nights at the 
West Mission Hills Resort 
and one round each at Indian 
Wells’ Celebrity Course, the 
Classic Club and the Gary 
Player Course for $339 per 
person. For those with a Troon 
Card, it could be even less.

Of the three Troon 
properties, Indian Wells is 
the Rodeo Drive of Palm 
Springs-area golf, and served 
not long ago as the site for 
the Golf Channel’s “Big 
Break Indian Wells.” The 
Players Course, designed 
by Scottsdale architect John 
Fought, is for the better 
player and features a native 
landscape with incredible 
views, while the Celebrity 
Course created by Clive Clark 
is a virtual garden in the 
middle of this golfing oasis. 

Add in an opulent, 
60,000-square-foot clubhouse 
that features one of the 
area’s finest dining rooms, 
the IW Club — home of the 
much sought-after chicken 
pot pie — and its easy to see 
how the City of Indian Wells, 
the owner, spent $80 million 
not long ago re-creating this 
facility. (As a footnote in 
the believe-it-or-not column, 
Lucy and Desi once were 
part owners in this resort.)

The Westin Mission Hills 
is located in Rancho Mirage, 
with the Player Course being 
a little more player-friendly, so 

to speak, than the diabolical 
Dye design. Both are picture-
perfect and former sites for 
the California State Open, PGA 
Tour qualifying, U.S. Open 
qualifying and the Frank 
Sinatra Celebrity tournament. 
The Westin offers 512 guest 
rooms and 300 suites, as 
well as five restaurants, four 
swimming pools and every 
recreational opportunity 
imaginable, including two 
water slides for the kids.

The Classic Club is located 

between the other two Troon 
clubs in Palm Desert. Even 
though it’s demanding for a 
Palmer Course, there are five 
sets of tees so visitors don’t 
have to play it from 7,322 
yards unless they want. The 
setting is surreal with lots 
of vegetation and mountain 
backdrops that are, well, 
classic Coachella Valley. 
There’s also a 63,000-square-
foot clubhouse that features 
panoramic views from 
the Rattlesnake Club.

      “The golf is great and 
the accommodations off 
the charts,” Grundy added. 
“But the big thing we hear 
from our guests is how 
they love the laidback 
atmosphere, how things 
seem to go slower here.

“They all love that 
feeling of taking a step 
back in time.” n

     
For information on tee 
times or special packages: 
www.troongolf.com

  The original 
DESERT DESTINATION
PAlm SPRINgS AREA offers awesome 

atmosphere, accommodations and five terrific 

troon Golf courses.
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1. Indian Wells Golf 
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drive, rancho mirage

3. Classic Club
75200 classic club 
Blvd, palm desert

1

2

3

Left: The 63,000- 
square-foot 
clubhouse at Classic 
Club features 
surreal panoramic 
views and mountain 
backdrops that 
are, well, classic 
Coachella Valley.

Below: “Dye-
abolical” No. 18 of 
the Pete Dye Course 
at Westin Mission 
Hills caps off a 
memorable round at 
the Rancho Mirage 
golf resort.

The Celebrity Course at Indian Wells, created by Clive Clark, is a virtual garden in the middle of this golfing oasis.
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NICE DRIVE    By Bob Golfen

C
orvette still rules 
as the greatest 
halo car for any 
U.S. automaker 

ever, imbuing every lesser 
Chevrolet with the DNA of 
this world-class performance 
sports car.  And like everything 
Chevrolet, it also carries a 
relatively modest price tag. 

For 2012, the sixth iteration 
of Corvette — known to its fans 
as C6 — is widely regarded 
as the best ’Vette yet, from 
its muscular base model to 
the top-dog, 638-horsepower 
ZL1. Debuting with the 2005 
model year, the C6 became 
trimmer, lighter and more 
agile, attracting new sports-car 
drivers to the much-improved 
Corvette, and it feels just as 
fresh now with the numerous 
upgrades that have been 
added over the years.   

This past year, Chevrolet 
pulled out all the stops 
in celebrating its 100th 
anniversary, and one of the 
most enjoyable manifestations 
of the event was the Chevrolet 
Centennial Edition package for 
2012 Corvettes. Basically an 
appearance package available 
for all models, the Centennial 
Edition includes a unique 
Carbon Flash Metallic paint job 

with satin black inserts and 
details, plus special badges on 
its flanks, hubs and steering-
wheel center that depict 
historic race driver Louis 
Chevrolet behind the wheel 
of an early competition car. 

Part of Chevy’s centennial 
push was to highlight the 
contribution of its namesake, 
who was a renowned driver 
in his day and part of the 
founding of the car company, 
and whose name was used by 
the fledgling automaker to gain 
attention and credibility.  A 
century later, Louis Chevrolet 
was largely forgotten until the 
General Motors division trotted 
him out to become a prominent 
part of the celebration. 

The new Corvette is a 
fitting place for his image.  The 
standard-model convertible 
that I drove with the base 
430-horsepower engine is 
solid and tight, and the small-
block V8 feels eager with a 
seamless flow of power.  This 
car is ready to romp whenever 
you approach a freeway ramp 
or a clear piece of straight 
road, or with its race-tuned 
suspension, a challenging turn. 

The Centennial Edition 
convertible was fitted 
with a six-speed manual 

transmission that provides 
better driver involvement and 
quicker response. Launch 
Control comes standard with 
stickshift for full-throttle 
blasts off the line.  A six-
speed automatic with paddle 
shifters is also available, 
but I’d have to go with the 
unmitigated joys of stickshift. 

A major improvement in 
the latest C6 versions are 
new bolstered sport seats that 
provide more support and hold 
you in place in sharp turns. 

Still, Corvette remains a 
split-personality performance 
car that also makes for a 
pleasant boulevard cruiser, 
with its comfortable, well-
outfitted interior and placid 
low-speed road manners.  
That’s one of the beauties 
of Corvette in that a high-
performance sports car 
can idle through traffic 
with such calm poise. 

Other features of the 
Centennial Edition include 
unique satin-black wheels 
with bright-red brake caliper 
peeking between the spokes, 
leather and microfiber suede 
interior with red stitching 
accents, and the fleur-de-
lis symbol in the Corvette 
badges replaced with “100.”  

Base price for the Corvette 
convertible is a reasonable 
$54,525, with the basic coupe 
starting at $49,600. But the 
numbers climbed quickly as 
the extras were tallied on the 
test car, with a stout $7,995 
for the Preferred Equipment 
Group that includes a power 
top, audio upgrade with 
navigation and power seats 
with memory; $4,950 for the 
Centennial Edition package; 
$1,850 to substitute chrome 
aluminum wheels; $100 
for something called the 
Battery Protection Package; 
and $976 miscellaneous. 

If you’ve lost count, 
the bottom line comes 
out to $70,395, which is 
perilously close to the higher-
performance Z06.  But the 
Centennial Edition convertible 
provided plenty of sports-car 
fun and performance, and 
I hated to give it back.  n

InsIder Details

2012 Chevrolet Corvette 
Centennial Edition
Base price $54,525  
As tested $70,395
numerous Chevrolet 
dealers statewide
www.chevrolet.com

  Chevrolet turns 100 
wITh bEST ’VETTE yET

Chevrolet pulled out all the stops for its 
100th anniversary, and one of the most 
enjoyable was the Centennial Edition 
package for the 2012 Corvette.

The Centennial Edition Corvette 
was fitted with a six-speed manual 
transmission for quicker response.
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Experience the Troon Golf® difference in Arizona: representing 

the best the game has to offer—from course conditions to 

clubhouse amenities to unparalleled service, at premier destinations 

throughout the world. Experience Troon Golf in Arizona for yourself.

Copper Canyon Golf Club • Golf Club of Estrella • Lookout

Mountain Golf Club • Ocotillo Golf Resort • The Phoenician

Poston Butte Golf Club • Southern Dunes Golf Club • Talking Stick 

Golf Club • Troon North Golf Club • The Westin Kierland Resort & Spa

Whirlwind Golf Club at Wild Horse Pass

Clockwise below: The Phoenician, Scottsdale; Lookout Mountain Golf Club, Phoenix; 
The Westin Kierland Resort & Spa, Scottsdale

ImgAZ_AZ Golf State_edit.indd   1 2/24/12   2:58 PM

OUT OF BOUNDS by John Davis

L
ooking at the sheer numbers 
and one might think junior 
golf in Arizona is thriving:    

•The First Tee of Phoenix 
estimates that it introduced about 70,000 
kids to golf in 2011, most of them through 
school physical education programs.

•The Junior Golf Association of 
Arizona and USGA-LPGA Girls Golf have 
new programs in place at low or no cost 
that put an emphasis on kids having fun.

•The Southwest Section of the 
PGA offers a FUNdamental program 
that teaches life skills and offers 
various incentives to participants.

•Many courses around the state have 
adopted their own programs in recent 
years with discounted pricing in an 
effort to draw more kids to the game.

•The Phoenix Thunderbirds, 
Tucson Conquistadores, PING, Antigua 
and many other sponsors generously 
support all of those programs.

But sadly, the numbers don’t 
add up, as participation remains 
in a downward spiral, following a 
discouraging national trend.

“I love this game, and my concern 
is where is it going and who are the 
future players?” JGAA president Jeff 
Reich said. “The last of the baby boomers 
are in their 50s now. What is this 
game going to look like in 20 years?”

Reich is one of many, including 
the legendary Jack Nicklaus, 
asking that question.

During a recent visit to Phoenix, 
Nicklaus pointed out that, in the past five 
years, junior golf participation nationwide 
has declined 36 percent. JGAA executive 
director Tom Cunningham said Arizona 
figures “are right about the same.”

Nicklaus can point to his own family 
tree as an example of how the game 
has failed to attract young players. 
Three of his four sons became golf 
pros many years ago but, when asked 
how many of his 22 grandchildren 
are golfers, he replied: “Only one 
plays more than a little bit.” 

So, if the biggest name in the history 

of the game can’t get his grandkids 
— who presumably have plenty of 
access — to swing a club “more than 
a little bit,” what chance does the rest 
of us have to ensure golf’s future?

Nicklaus recognizes the challenge, 
and threw his full support to Golf 2.0, an 
initiative aimed at growing participation. 
The Golden Bear told attendees of the 
PGA Merchandise Show in Orlando that 
the game is “at a crossroads” when it 
comes to retaining and adding golfers.

The JGAA is hopeful that it can 
combine efforts with 2.0, and got 
the ball rolling with a summit at the 
ASU Karsten Golf Course in February, 
inviting 50 Arizona golf industry 
leaders to discuss the issues it faces.

“This is a starting point, not an end-all 
or be-all, but hopefully will get us heading 
in the right direction,” Reich said. “We 
want Arizona to be the point of the 
arrow in growing junior golf nationwide 
because the future of the game right now 
is a little scary. We have everything we 
need right here to set the standard.”

Surprisingly, participants said, it 
was the first summit in Arizona to take 
a close look at junior golf participation.  

U.S. participation overall has slipped 
from 30 million golfers in 2005 to 26.1 
million last year, and surveys show 
three major reasons for the decline: 
The game is too time-consuming, 
too difficult and too expensive. And 
it stands to reason that those are 
even greater challenges for kids.

Cunningham said there are about 
900 juniors who play regularly in 
JGAA events, compared with 1,300 
four years ago. The high-water 
mark was about 2000 in 1997. 

Nicklaus noted that two of his 
courses offer alternative play, such as 
12-hole rounds, makeshift tees and 
holes with an 8-inch diameter, and says 
it has been a hit with many golfers – 
particularly juniors, seniors and women. 

The USGA has no interest in 
creating a second set of rules for that, 
but executive director Mike Davis 
said his organization fully supports 
alternative golf experiences that 
help attract and retain golfers.

At long last, Nicklaus has 
acknowledged that he has contributed 
to the difficulty problem with course 
design, telling Golfweek magazine, “I’m 
as much of a culprit as anyone else.”

Not too many 10-year-olds are going 
to embrace a game where they face 
a 430-yard par 4 with a forced carry 
and a heavily-bunkered green, while 
a group of middle-aged men behind 
them grumbles about slow play.

Integrating junior newcomers 
with a course’s main demographic 
is no simple task, but Cunningham 
said, “there are options to work these 
things out and that is what we in the 
industry as a whole need to address.” 

The biggest challenge, he said, 
is getting kids to the course in a day 
and age when parents face increasing 
demands on their limited time.

“I think it’s addictive and that if the 
kid loves golf, mom and dad tend to 
be more interested too, but they have 
to get there in order for it to happen,” 
Cunningham said. “To do that, we need 
to make their experience like dangling 
a carrot, but with a reward at the end.”

How true. If the golf industry doesn’t 
find a new crop of carrots – soon! — its 
courses might be relegated to rabbit food.

what is this 
game going 

to look like in 
20 years?

Junior golfers in AZ need ‘dangling carrots’
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 Come see our complete lineup of new 2012 Infiniti luxury models.

Satisfied customers.
It’s what we do.
It’s our culture.

Plus we proudly 
support the Arizona 
golfing community.

7601 E. Frank Lloyd Wright
Scottsdale, AZ   85260

1-877-360-3695

You’re going to love wh at we’ve 
   done with the place.

The new INFINITI of SCOTTSDALE
Completely renovated • New grand showroom • New customer lounge • New service facility

Infiniti M Sedan Infiniti EX Infiniti FXFF Infiniti QQXQQ 56

Infiniti G25 Sedan Infiniti G37 Sedan Infiniti G37 Coupppe Infiniti G37 Convertible


