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August 11, 2009

Johnson's whirlwind summer not over
La Quinta resident to compete in U.S. Junior Solheim Cup before college at
Arizona State

Larry Bohannan
The Desert Sun

One rental car. Six weeks. 5,000 miles.

Those are just some of the big and impressive numbers La Quinta's Jennifer Johnson piled up during
a sweltering Midwest and Eastern summer of playing high-profile amateur golf events.

But what can't be measured in cold, hard numbers is the confidence the 18-year-old former Desert
Christian High School star gained as she vaulted herself into elite national status in the game.

“Definitely, this tournament has kind of proved to myself that my game is at a higher level than I
thought,” Johnson said in an exclusive interview with The Desert Sun after her 3 and 1 loss in the
finals of the U.S. Women's Amateur Championship. “I just improved a lot in the last year. Playing in
the Kraft Nabisco kind of helped me with the TV and the media this week.”

A spring and summer season that began with Johnson playing in her first Kraft Nabisco
Championship in Rancho Mirage last April was capped Sunday with her finals appearance in the
Women's Amateur.

It was Johnson's second run at a United States Golf Association championship this summer after a
quarterfinals appearance in the Girls Junior Amateur Championship last month.

Johnson, who will be a freshman at Arizona State University this fall, began her summer of travel with
a fifth-place finish in the American Junior Golf Association's Rolex Tournament of Champions in Cape
Girardeau, Mo., about an hour south of St. Louis.

From there, it was a side trip to see her grandparents in Missouri, then off to Pittsburgh, Penn., where
she was medalist in sectional qualifying for the Women's Amateur title.

Johnson and her father, Mike, then traveled to New Bedminster, N.J., less than an hour from New
York City, for the Girls Junior Amateur championship.

Then it was a return trip to her grandparents and her 18th birthday celebration before going back to
St. Louis for the Women's Amateur. Johnson played all seven days of the event, two days of stroke
play and six match-play contests in five days, including the 36-hole final.

“Her success in the Junior Am and the Women's Am made this a longer summer than we had
planned,” Mike Johnson said.

“It's been really fun,” Jennifer Johnson said. “It's gone by so fast, I can't believe it's almost the middle
of August.”



8/19/09 10:26 AMwww.mydesert.com | Printer-friendly article page

Page 2 of 2http://www.mydesert.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20090811/SPORTS05/908110330&template=printart

One of the pleasing elements of the summer was knowing that the hard work Johnson has put in with
her swing coach and with fitness coach Mike Butler has paid off.

“My swing has definitely improved a lot. I'm a little more effective at hitting the ball a little farther,” she
said. “I'm just a little more confident in the way I work my way around the course. If I hit a bad shot, I
know I can recover. A little more mentally tough. Winning Rolex last year kind of started that process.”

But the summer has been more than just satisfaction with her game. It has also been a learning
process for Johnson, who spent much of the weekend live on television for the first time thanks to
Women's Amateur coverage by Golf Channel. That meant dealing with more television and national
media than she ever has, even more than she faced at the Kraft Nabisco.

“You get used to it. It's a little nerve-wracking at first, but then it's just like (the cameras) aren't there
and you don't even notice them,” Johnson said. “But every once in a while, I'd have a camera running
in front of me trying to get my reaction to a shot. That was weird.”

Johnson's tour of the country playing golf isn't quite over. She'll be back in La Quinta for a few days
as her family prepares to move back to San Diego full time. She then will head to Tempe, Ariz., for
some Arizona State registration work before flying to Chicago, where Johnson will be part of the U.S.
Junior Solheim Cup team.

It's a tournament that will delay Johnson's dorm registration at ASU, but an event that will be a less-
stressful end of a long summer of high-profile golf.

“Solheim is going to be a fun week, with Nancy Lopez as captain,” Johnson said. “We're going to be
trying to beat Europe's brains out, but still have fun.”


